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Abstract: This article presents the structure of investigative methodology for studying
the trends and the attitudes towards applying innovations in the rural areas. The subject
of the investigation are the more common agricultural innovations - product and process

(technological) innovations.
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AHoTayms: B cratusita ce npegctaBsi CTPyKTypata Ha METoAuKa 3a M3C/IeBaHe Ha TEH-
AEeHUMU M Harsiacu 3a uHoBaumu B CEJICKMTE paiioHu. O6eKT ca npeauMHO TUIMUYHUTE 3a
3eMefeINETO MPOoAYKTOBM U MPOLIECHU (TEXHOIOMMYHU) MHOBAaLIMU.

Knro4qoBu gymmn: cesicku paiioHu, yCTOUYMBO Pa3BuUTHE, MHOBAaLIMUM.

I. Introduction

Agriculture is a leading economic activity
for the rural areas of Bulgaria and through-
out the years a strictly conservative policy
for development of this sector was estab-
lished [7]. Given the current competitive
conditions within the EU, competitiveness
of agriculture and its sub sector in the ru-
ral areas must be achieved through imple-
mentation of innovative measures.

This is also determined by the first strate-
gic objective of the National strategic plan
for the development of rural areas 2007 -

I. BbBegeHune

3eMegenneTo e BOAela WKOHOMUYECKa
(cTonaHcka) AEWHOCT B CEJICKUTE panoHwu
Ha bbarapus n TpagUMUNOHHO Npe3 roANHU-
Te Ha3aA € npoBexpaHa CTporo KoHcepsa-
TMBHA NOJINTMKA 38 pa3BUTME Ha CekTopa
[7]. B cCbBpeMeHHN YCNOBUS HA KOHKYpPEH-
ums B EC e Heob6xopMMO Ja ce nocturHe
KOHKYPEHTOCNOCOBHOCT Ha 3eMenenveTto
N OCTaHanuTe CEeKTOPWU B CENCKUTE panoHu
ypes npuaaraHeTo Ha WMHOBALMOHHU Mep-
K.

OT Ha-CbWEeCTBEHO 3HaUeHune e knacnu-
Kauusita cnopes TEXHONOMMYHUTE NoKasa-
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2013, namely: “Development of competi-
tive innovation-based agriculture, forestry
and food and tobacco industry.”

This problem is quite relevant today, which
indicates the necessity to create an appro-
priate apparatus (methodology) for inves-
tigating the general process of planning
and implementing the innovations in the
economy of a rural area, which is the main
objective of the article. Featured here are
the alteration trends of the relative share
of each business activity reflected by the
public statistics, as well as the perception
(attitude) of the farmers towards the nec-
essary and possible innovative actions.

In order to achieve the set goal the follow-
ing problems must be solved: (1) To ana-
lyse the possible agricultural innovations;
(2) To develop an investigative methodol-
ogy in two main directions - investigation
of trends and investigation of attitude to-
wards innovation in the rural areas; (3) To
formulate pointers regarding the practical
implementation of the methodology when
conducting specific investigations.

I1. Characteristics of innovation in ag-
riculture

According to the contemporary economic
theory [2] innovations fall into five basic
groups: (1) product innovations, i.e. deal-
ing with designing and production of a new
product/service; (2) technological (process
innovations) - introducing of a new pro-
duction method; (3) market innovations -
creating of new markets; (4) marketing in-
novations - shifting to new sources of raw
materials and semi-finished products; (5)
management innovations - reorganisation
of the management structure.

An agricultural innovation is evaluated
based on technological parameters as well
as with view of its position on the market.

The most significant classification of in-
novations is the one based on technologi-
cal parameters. This classification divides
them into product innovations and process
innovations.

Through product innovations new socially

Tenu, uHosauuuTe ca: (1) NpoaykKTOBU M
(2) npouecHwu.

ToBa ce onpepens U OT NbpBaTa cTpaTe-
rmyecka uen B HaumoHanHus crpaTternye-
CKM NNaH 3a pa3BUTUE Ha CeNickuTe paiio-
Hu (HCMPCP) 2007 - 2013 r., @8 UMEHHO
“PazBuTne Ha KOHKYPEHTHOCNOCOOHN 1 oC-
HOBaHW Ha WMHOBALUMW 3eMenenne, ropcko
CTOMAHCTBO W XpPaHUTENIHO-BKYCOBa Npo-
MU LLSTEHOCT".

AKTyanHocTtTa Ha npobnema nokasBa He-
obxoamMMocTTa OT pa3paborBaHe Ha nop-
xoasw, anapat (MeToauka) 3a nscnenBaHe
Ha obwua npouec 3a naaHupaHe U OCb-
LecTBsiIBAHE HAa MHOBaLUMW B CTOMAHCKaTta
OENHOCT B CeJICKUTE palOHU, KOEeTO € U
KOHKpeTHaTa uen Ha pabortata. Mmart ce
npeaBuA, KakTo TEHAEHUUUTE 3a U3MeHe-
HUE B OTHOCUTENHUSA AN Ha bu3Hec-aen-
HOCTUTE, KOMTO Ce OTpas3siBaT B nybaunu-
HaTa CTaTUCTMKA, Taka W CxBalWaHWATa
(HarnacuTe) Ha 3eMenencKkuTe CTonaHcTea
3a HeobXOAMMUTE U BB3MOXHWU MHOBATUB-
HU AENCTBUS.

3a nocturaHe Ha uenta e HeobxoanMo
Aa ce pewart cnegHute 3agaum: (1) [da
ce aHanusupaT Bb3MOXHWUTE WHOBALUWUW B
arpapHusa cektop; (2) Ja ce paspabotu
MeToAMKa 3a u3cneaBaHe C ABe OCHOBHU
HanpasfieHUs1 — 3a U3cnenBaHe Ha TEHAEH-
LMW W Ha Harnacu 3a MHOBALMKN B CENCKUTe
pavonu; (3) da ce popMmynupaT HacCoOKM 3a
NpaKTUYecKo NPUJIOXKEHNE Ha MeToaMuKaTa
npu NpoBeXaaHe Ha KOHKPETHU uscnenBa-
HUS.

II. Xapakrepnctmka Ha MHOBaLuUTE B
arpapHuva cekTop

Cnopepn cbBpeMeHHaTa MKOHOMWYECKa Te-
opust [2] nHoBauuuTe ce pasgenaTt B netT
OCHOBHM rpynu: (1) npoaykToBu, T.e.
CBbpP3aHW C MPOEKTUPAHETO W NPOU3BOA-
CTBOTO Ha HOBa CTOKa u/uaun ycayra; (2)
TEXHOJIOTMYHK (MpoUecHn) — 3a BbBeXAaa-
He Ha HOB MEeTOoJ 3a NPOM3BOACTBO; (3) na-
3apHW, 3a Cb3AaBaHeTO Ha HOBW MNasapw;
(4) MapKeTMHIroBu — 3a yCBOSIBAHE Ha HOB
M3TOYHWK 3a AOCTABKW Ha CYPOBWHU U NO-
nypabpukatu; (5) ynpaBneHcku, CBbp3a-
HW C peopraHusauusiTa Ha CTpyKTypaTta Ha
ynpaBfeHue.

HoBocTTa Ha MHOBaUMKUTE B arpapHusl Cek-
TOp Ce OUeHsIBa, KaKTO MO TEXHONOrMYHM
nokasaTefiu, Taka M OT rjiegHa Touka Ha
nasapHaTa nosuuusi.

Upes npoayKTOBMTE MHOBALMK CE NoJiyya-

64



Methodology for Investigation of Trends and Attitudes for Innovations in Rural Areas

valuable products are achieved using new
raw materials and semi-finished products.
Such products may be of biological plant-
growing and stock-breeding.

With process innovations new technolo-
gies are developed and implemented,
new production organisation methods and
new organisational structures are formed
(among these are complex mechanisation
and introducing of conveyor lines in plant-
growing; forming of cooperations for the
purpose of product distribution; local ac-
tive groups in the rural areas, etc.).

Depending on the degree of market nov-
elty the innovations may be of global size
(production of bio fuels), for certain eco-
nomic sector of a given country, or just
for an enterprise or a group of enterprises
within a certain sector.

Apart from the above mentioned classifica-
tions, innovations could be divided accord-
ing to: (1) their degree of novelty - radical
(basic), subsequent and partial; (2) their
degree of spreading - single, diffusions,
imitations; (3) their place in the produc-
tion cycle - delivery, processing, distri-
bution; (4) the range of their anticipated
market share - local, strategic, etc.

Based on the analysis done of the basic
types of agricultural innovations, the ne-
cessity to have a methodology for study-
ing them arises. The next few paragraphs
present a methodology for investigation of
trends and attitudes for innovations in ru-
ral areas.

III. Structure of a methodology for
studying of trends and attitudes to-

wards applying innovations in rural
areas

The model suggested here was created
while working on the project: “Investiga-
tion of development potential of rural ar-
eas in the vicinity of Ruse district”. The
project was financed by the Science Fund
at the University of Ruse.

The structure of the methodology sug-
gested includes the following steps, where

(fig. 1):

BaT MPWUHLUMMHO HOBMW, COUMANHO MOJIE3HU
NpOAYKTU, KaTO Ce M3MNON3BaT HOBMU Cypo-
BMHMK, MaTepuanu v nonydabpukatun (Ha-
npuMep NpoaykTu oT BMONOrM4HO pacre-
HWEBBACTBO U XXMBOTHOBBLACTBO).

Mpu npouecHUTe MHOBaUMKM ce pa3paboT-
BaT W BHeAapsiBAT HOBW TEXHOMOrUU, Me-
TOAM 3a OpraHusaums Ha Npou3BOACTBOTO
W Cb3AaBaHE Ha HOBM OpraHW3auUOHHU
CTPYKTYpn (Hanpumep KOMMNAEKCHa Mexa-
HM3auMsl U BHeApsiBAHE HA NOTOYHU NNHUNU
B pacTeHWeBbACTBOTO U XWUBOTHOBBLACTBO-
TO; Cb3AaBaHe Ha CAPY>XEHUS 3@ NJAACMEHT
Ha NPoOAYKLUMSI, MECTHU UHULWATUBHU Ipy-
MU B CEJICKUTE PAaNOHK U Ap.).

Cnopep cTeneHTa Ha nasapHa HOBOCT UHO-
BauuuTe MoraT Aa 6baaT OT CBETOBEH Ma-
wab (npousBoacTBOo Ha Ouoropusa), 3a
AafeH oTpacb/ B AbpXKaBaTa, 3a npeanpu-
SATUE WAW rpyna nNpeanpusaTusi OT eOuH U
Cbll, MKOHOMUYECKWN CeKTop.

OcBeH ropHute knacudukaumm UHOBaLMU-
uTe MoraTt ga ce pasgenart u cnopea: (1)
CTeneHTa Ha HOBOCT — paaukanHu (6aso-
BW), nocsenBallm, 4yacTuuHu; (2) cteneHTa
Ha pa3npocTpaHeHue — eAUHUYHU, Audy-
3un, uMutTauuu; (3) MACTOTO B NPOU3BOA-
CTBEHUS npouec - AocTaBka, npepaboTtka,
nnacmeHT; (4) obxBaTa Ha OYakBaHWA na-
3apeH Asi — JIOKanHW, CTpaTeruyeckn u
ap.

Ha 6a3a HanpaBeHUAT aHaNW3 HA OCHOBMW-
Te BWAOBE MHOBALMW B arpapHus cekTop,
Bb3HWKBa HeobxoAMMOCTTa OT Cb3aaBa-
HEeTO W NMpunaraHeTo Ha MeToAMKa 3a TsAX-
HOTO u3cnenBaHe. B cnepBalwunTe HSAKON-
KO naparpadbT ca npeacraBeHU MeToau,
ypes KOMTO Morat pa 6baaTt uscnenBaHu
dopMupalMTe ce TeHAEHUMN U Harnacu 3a
npuiaaraHeTo Ha MHOBAUMWUTE B CENCKUTE
panoHu.

III. CTrpykTypa Ha MeTOAMKAa 3a WU3-
csiegBaHe Ha TEeHAEHUMM M Harjiacum 3a
MHOBaLMM B CEJICKUTE paiOHM

MpennoxeHusAT Mogen Ha MeToguka e pas-
paboTeH npu M3NbAHEHWETO Ha MpPOEeKT:
“MN3cnenBaHe Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 3a pa3BuTue
Ha cenckute panoHu B PyceHcka obnact”,
dhnHaHcupaH ot ®oHp ,HayuHun nacnensa-
Hus"”, 2009 r. kbM PY “AHren KbHueB”.

CTpykTypaTa Ha npeafioXXeHata MeToau-
KaTa BKJOUBA CAedHUTE eTanu, KbAETO

(dwur. 1):
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Correction
Kopurupase

Fig. 1. Structure of the research methodology (Detailed and supplemented model of [6])

®ur. 1. CipykTypa Ha MeTogukaTta 3a mnacnegsaHe (llogobpeH n gornbaHeH Moges Ha [6])

(1) Objective and tasks of the methodol-
ogy;

(2) Objects studied;

(3) Hypotheses and goals of the investiga-
tion;

(4) Ingoing factors and outgoing results;

(5) Excerpt model;

(6) Studying conditions, means and meth-
ods for results evaluation;

(7) Duration of the study;

(8) Number of objects studied;

(9) Formulation of investigative strategy;

(10) Investigation organisation;

(11) Preliminary study and establishing the
effectiveness of the methodology;

(12) Method for processing the results;

(13) Method for analysing the results;

(14) Presentation form for the results.

The chosen investigative strategy, which
includes the above presented methodology
is @ combination of gathering, processing
and analysing of secondary data (trends
investigation) and primary data (attitude
investigation).

1. Methodology for trends investiga-
tion

The methodology includes gathering,
processing and analysing of statistical in-
formation (secondary data) characterizing
the developing economic activities in the
rural areas of Ruse district affected by the
LEADER approach.

For the purposes of the investigation the
secondary data has been gathered by of-
ficial institutions (local offices of the Na-
tional Statistical Institute, Agrostatistics,
officially published bulletins, analyses, ref-
erence books, general reviews, etc. deal-
ing with agricultural issues).

The aim is to gather enough information
and more specifically enough useful infor-
mation so that it is possible through ana-
lysing it to determine the parameters of
the problem studied and to formulate the
trends.

(1) Uen wn 3apaym Ha MeTOoAMKATA HA U3-
cnengaHe;

(2) O6ekTn Ha u3cneaBaHe;

(3) XunoTesu 1 3agauun 3a U3C/IEABAHETO;

(4) BxoAHM (pakTOpU N U3XOAHW pe3ynTaTH;

(5) Mopen Ha u3BaakaTa;

(6) Ycnosusa Ha u3cnesBaHe, MeTOAM U
CpeAcTBa 3a OLUEHKa Ha pe3ynraTuTe;

(7) MNpoabMKUTENHOCT HAa N3CNEefBaHETO;

(8) bpoi Ha uscneaBaHUTe 06eKTU;

(9) ®opmMynupaHe Ha cTpaterus Ha
u3cneaBaHeTo;

(10) OpraHusauus Ha U3CNeaBaHETo;

(11) lMpepBapuTenHo UscneiBaHe U OLEeHKa
3a edeKTMBHOCTTa Ha MeToaMKaTa;

(12) MeTtoauka 3a o6paboTka Ha
pe3yntatuTe;

(13) Metoauka 3a aHanu3 Ha pesynTtaTuTe;

(14) ®opmMa 3a npeacraBsHe Ha
pesyntatuTe.

N3bpaHaTa wu3cnepoBaTencka cTparterus,
KOSITO BKJIIOUBA MpeANoXeHaTa MeToauka
e KoMbuHauus ot cbbupane, obpabotka u
aHanM3 Ha BTOPUYHWU AAHHU (U3CnenBaHe
Ha TEHAEHUWMW) U HA MbPBUYHMU AAHHU (U3-
ciepBaHe Ha Harnacwu).

1. Metoagmnka 3a m3cnegBaHe Ha TeH-
AeHUMUN

MeToankaTta BknouBa cbbupane, o6pabor-
Ka U aHanu3 Ha cTtaTucTuyecka uHdopma-
uns (BTOPUUHM JaAHHW), XapakTepu3smpawa
pa3BMBalLMTE C€ UKOHOMUYECKN AEWHOCTHU
B CeNnckute panoHu Ha PyceHcka obnacr,
06eKT Ha Bb3aencTBue upes noaxoaa “Jin-
LOEP”.

BTopuyHuTe AaHHKW 3a LenTa Ha uscnenBa-
HeTo ce HabupaT OT NpeACTaBUTENHU Y4-
pexaeHus (TepuTopuanHu nogeneHust Ha
HCW, ArpocTtatucruka, obuuymnanHo nybnm-
KyBaHW OIONETUHWU, aHaNu3u, CNpaBOYHU-
um o63opu n Apyru B obnacrtra Ha 3eme-
AenneTo).

LenTta e ga 6bae cbbpaHa AOCTaTbUYHO UH-
¢dopMaums (KoOiMYECTBEHA M KayecTBeHa)
ypes M3N0A3BaHETO, Ha KOATO Aa ce oyep-
TasAT napaMeTpuTe Ha u3cnenBaHusi Npo-
6neM n ga ce hopMmupaTt TEHAEHLMN.
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According to the Bulgarian unilingual dic-
tionary, ‘trend’ means: 1. inclination, pur-
suit; 2. tendency, premeditation [8]. Based
on these meanings of the word we could
conclude that the analysis of the second-
ary information on the issue at hand would
give a general idea of inclination, pursuit
and the tendency of those occupied in the
agricultural sector towards implementing
innovations.

When gathering and processing secondary
information there arise several questions:

e How suitable is the data? - suitable is
considered the data presented in the
proper measurements, which clearly
defines the investigated categories
and is relevant to the time frame of
the study. (Experience has shown that
investigation spanning over a period of
5 years is enough to follow the devel-
opment trends of the economic activi-
ties in the rural areas of Ruse district.

e How is the data presented? - the more
accurately and properly the data is
presented the better the chances are
that it is reliable and applicable. What
is meant here is the proper organisa-
tion of the information in tables, fig-
ures and graphics as well as comparing
the conclusions drawn and the trends
observed [3].

e How is the data processed? - correla-
tion analysis, recessional analysis, fac-
tor and cluster analyses.

The main features for which secondary data
will be gathered, processed and analysed
are: 1. Plant growing and stock breeding;
2. Distribution of the economic subjects
throughout the village municipalities and
number of people occupied in them; 3.
Parameters of the economic entities from
different sectors, working within the ter-
ritory of the rural area in the district; 4.
Economic parameters that give informa-
tion regarding the steady development of
the rural regions and help forming future
trends - GDP, GDP per capita, GAV total
for the region and GAV for the agricultural
sector, the services and industry sectors,
as they are present at the village munici-
palities studied within the specified time
frame of 5 years (2004 - 2008).

Cnopea TbIKOBHUS peYHUK Ha 6barapckus
e3uk “teHgeHunss" e “1. CKJIOHHOCT, CcTpe-
MEX U 2. HACOYEHOCT, rnpeAgHaMmepeHocT”
[8]. N3xoxaankku OT €TUMONOTMUYHOTO 3Ha-
yeHWe Ha ayMaTa Moxe aa 6bae HanpaBeH
M3BOAbLT, Ye aHanAu3bT Ha BTOPUYHA WH-
dopmaumsa no npobnema paBa obuwa wH-
dopMaumsi 3a CKNOHHOCTTA, CTPEMEeXbT U
HaCOYeHOCTTa Ha 3aeTuUTe B arpapHusl cek-
TOp B CENCKNUTE palioHN KbM BHeApsiBaHETO
Ha MHOBaUWMK.

Hsakonko ca BbNpocuTe, KOUTO Bb3HWUKBAT
npu cbbupaHeto n obpaboTkata Ha BTO-
puyyHa nHdopMauus:

e JlOKONKO noaxoasiuiM ca AaHHuTe? —
noaxoAsilM ca Te3u, KOUTO ca npea-
CTaBeHW B MOAXOASILLMTE MEpPHU eau-
HUUMW, AeduHUpaT SICHO U3cnenBaHuTe
KaTeropmmn n ce OTHaCsAT TOYHO 3a Bpe-
MEBUS MepuoA Ha uscnegBaHeTo (onu-
TbT HM MOKa3Ba, Ye Nn3cneaBaHeTo Ha 5
roAuLLEH BPEMEBU NEPUOA, € NOAXOASALL
3a npocnepsiBaHe Ha TEeHAEHUuUTE B
pa3BuBallUTE C& MKOHOMWUYECKW AeNn-
HOCTU B CENICKMTE paloHn Ha PyceHcka
obnacr).

e Kak ca npeacraseHun gaHHUTE? — npa-
BWJIIHOTO M TOYHO npeAcrtaBsiHE Ha
JAHHUTE e noKa3aTen 3a TsAXHaTa Ha-
AEXAHOCT M NPUAOXKMMOCT. Tyk ce uMa
npeaBua MNOAXOAAWOTO noApexaaHe
Ha mnHdopmauuaTa B Tabauuun, dwury-
pu, rpaukn u Ap. U CPaBHSABAHETO Ha
HanpaBeHUTE W3BOAM WU MOAYYEHUTE
TeHaeHuuum [3].

e Kak ca obpaboTeHn naHHUTE? - KOpe-
JJAUMOHEH aHanu3, perpecuMoHeH aHa-
n3, PakTopeH U KNbCTbPEH aHanus.

OcHOBHUTE NokasaTtenu, 3a KOUTO e Ob-

nart cebpaHn, 06paboTeHn M aHanuM3nMpaHu

BTOPWUYHW AaHHu ca: 1. OTrnexxaaHu 3eme-

OENCKN KYATYPU W CEJICKOCTOMAHCKKN XU-

BOTHMU; 2. PasnpeneneHune Ha CTONaHCKNTE

cybekTun no cenckn obwmHN n 6pon 3aeTu;

3. lNokasaTtenn 3a CTONaHCKUTE eAWnHULMU

no OTpacnoBW pasgenu, pa3suBally Ce Ha

TEPUTOPUSITA HA CeJICKNTE panoHu B obnac-

TT1a; 4. IKOHOMMUYECKM NoKasaTenm, KOUTo

naBaT uHdopMaums 3a yCTOMYMBOTO pas-

BUTWE Ha CeJICKUTE peruoHu u gopmupar

TeHAeHUuuu 3a 6baewoTo CbCTosiHMe — BBl

no Tekywwu ueHu, bBIT Ha yoBek OT Hace-

nexueto, bAC o6buwo 3a obnacrtra n 6AC Ha

arpapHusi CeKTop, CEKTOpa Ha yCayrute u

MHAYCTpUSATa NpeacrtaBeHa B U3caenBaHu-

Te cencku O6WWHKW, KaTto npeaBuAEHUNAT

67



Zornitsa Bogdanova, Nikolay Naydenov, Anton Nedyalkov

The objective is by studying these param-
eters to discover the trend arising from
the traditional agricultural activities in the
rural areas of Ruse district as well as what
significance holds for the local economy
the starting of new diversifying activities
that will raise the dynamics of the eco-
nomic parameters (GDP per capita, GDP
based on current prices, GAV of the ag-
ricultural sector, etc.). The diversifying
activities mentioned are also expected to
aid the economic growth, competitiveness
and raise the standard of living in the rural
regions.

The investigation and analysis of trends
give an idea of the general condition and
development stage of the rural areas sub-
ject to the investigation. Said investigation
also includes information for all business
agents (agricultural producers, agro-com-
panies, cooperations, processing plants,
etc.) represented in the area, but it fails
to give information about the middle-sized
farms, which we think are crucial for the
development of the local economy.

This is why it is necessary to conduct first
a primary investigation of the attitude of
those subjects that hold key position in
the rural area - farmers and agricultural
experts.

2. Methodology for attitude investiga-
tion

One meaning that the dictionary provides
for the word “attitude” is “disposition” [8].
Through the attitude investigation, which
constitutes the second element of the pro-
posed methodology, we seek the answer
to the following questions: ‘What is the
disposition of those occupied with agricul-
ture within the rural regions towards im-
plementing innovative actions in their very
own farms?’ and ‘What is the opinion of
the experts in this field?’

The suggested methodology for attitude
investigation includes study of primary
information gathered through a question-
naire investigation among the agricultural
producers and interviews of agricultural
experts.

BpemMeBuAT nepuoa € 5 rognun (2004 -
2008 r.)

Lenta e upe3 uscnegBaHuTe nokasaTenu
[a ce OTKpue TeHAEHUMS Mexay Tpaauum-
OHHO YyMNpaxHsiBaHWUTE 3eMenesiCku aen-
HOCTM B CeNickuTe panoHu Ha PyceHcka
obnacrt M 3HayeHueTo 3a MecTHaTa WKO-
HOMUKA CTapTUPaHETO Ha HOBM AUBEPCU-
duvumpallun AeNHOCTU, KOUTO LLLE NOBULWIAT
AWHaMUKaTa Ha MKOHOMMYECKUTE nokasa-
Tenu (BBl Ha yoBek OT HaceneHuneTo, BBl
no Tekywm ueHun, bC Ha arpapHust cekTop
M Ap.) ¥ We CNOMOrHaT 3a UKOHOMUYECKUs
pacTtex, KOHKYpPeHTOCMOCOOHOCT M MOBU-
WABAHE >XXW3HEHUS CTaHAAPT Ha CeackuTe
panoHu.

N3cnenBaHeTo M aHanu3a Ha TeHAEHUMU
JaBa npeacrtasa 3a 06WOTO CbCTOSIHUE Ha
pa3BUTUE Ha CeJICKUTE panoHu, 06eKT Ha
uscneaBaHe, KaTo TO BKA4YBa UHGOpMa-
LMsl 38 BCMYKKM BusHec areHTu (3emepen-
Ckun npousBoautTenu, arpodupMmm, Koorne-
pauuMun, npepaboTrBaTtenHa NpPOMULLNEHOCT
M ApYyryM arpo-CTpyKTypu) NpeacrtaBeHu B
pernoHa, Ho He gaea npejacraBa 3a Harna-
cuTe Ha “cpeaHn” No pasmep 3eMenesiCku
CTOMAHCTBa, KOUTO CYUMTaAMe, Ye ca KYyo-
BW 3a pa3BMTMETO Ha MecTHaTa MKOHOMMW-
Ka.

Mopaau Tasu NpuMuUMHa Ce Hanara NpoBeX-
[aHEeTO Ha MbPBUYHO MpPOYyYBAHE Ha Ha-
rnacu Ha 3eMefesfiCKu MNpou3BOAMTENN U
eKcnepTu B o6fiacTTa Ha 3eMeaeNIneTo.

2. MeTtogmka 3a nscnegeaHe Ha Harna-
ol

EQHO OT TbAKOBHWUTE 3HAYeHUs Ha AymaTa
“narnaca” e “npegpasnonoxenne” [8]. B
NpOy4YBaAHETO Ha Harjacu, KOETo € BTOpU-
SIT eNeMeHT Ha npeafioXxeHaTa MeToAuKa
Ce TbpCK OTroBOp Ha BbNpocuTe: “KakBo e
“NpenpasnosioxeHMeTo” Ha 3aeTuTe B ar-
papHUsl CEeKTOp B CeNCKUTE paiioHu 3a npe-
AnpUeMaHeTo Ha MHOBATUBHU AEWHOCTU B
CBOMUTE 3emegenicku cronaHcrea?” n “Kak-
BO € MHEHMWETO Ha eKcrnepTuTe B Tasn 06-
nacrt?”.

MpeanoxeHaTa MeToAMKA 3a WU3cCneaBaHe
Ha Harnacu BKJIlOUBA U3CienBaHe Ha Mbp-
BMYHa MHpopMauus, cbbpaHa upes npoee-
JEeHO aHKeTHO npoyuyBaHe cpej 3eMenen-
CKW NPOM3BOAUTENN U UHTEPBIO C eKCrepTH
B obsiactra Ha 3eMeaenneTo.
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A. Questionnaire investigation

The aim of the questionnaire investigation
is to study the attitude of the farmers to-
ward diversifying the agricultural activities
by adding alternative ones for the purpose
of steady development of the Ruse rural
areas.

The questionnaire investigation was done
among agricultural producers who own
farms between 10 and 15 economic units
in size. The reasons for choosing this tar-
get group combine economic, methodo-
logical and expert arguments (according
to the expert opinion of the County and
the local agricultural and forestry institu-
tions, the farms that can be considered
stable and having potential for develop-
ment and diversification of their activities
are those of size between 10 and 15 eco-
nomic units, which is equal to 30 to 150 ha
of pure plant growing).

The formulated thesis states: “"The farms
of size 10 to 15 economic units hold strate-
gic position for the contemporary agricul-
ture, based on innovations which will help
establish steady and competitive economy
in the rural regions”.

In the district of Ruse there exist 154
agricultural farms that fall within the de-
fined frame (they form the general mass).
If « = 0,1 and y=0,9 using a Raosoft
calculator (www.raosoft.com) the vol-
ume of the excerpt is determined to be
n = 48.

The questionnaire includes 14 closed ques-
tions, bonded in logical progression and
aiming at providing further details regard-
ing the secondary information gathered
and analysed (fig. 2).

The questionnaire investigation gives in-
formation about the attitude of the farm-
ers that have taken part in the study.
However, their opinion is subjective and
only presents their position with regard to
matters that they personally deal with and
that directly affect them.

To have a full realistic view formed by the
conducted study, the methodology for at-
titude investigation also includes expert
evaluations. Under this category fall infor-
mation provided by appropriate experts re-
garding the processes studied, occurrences

A. AHKEeTHO npoy4BaHe

Llenta Ha aHKeTHOTO NMpoyuyBaHe e pga ce
npoyyaT HarnacuTe Ha 3eMefesiICKUTe CTo-
naHu 3a pa3HoobpassiBaHe Ha 3emepen-
CKUTe AelHOCTM C aNTepHAaTMBHWU TakuBa
3a nocTtMraHe Ha yCTOWMUMBO pasBUTUE Ha
Cenckute paloHu B PyceHcka obnacr.

[MpoBeneHOTO aHKETHO Mpoy4yBaHe e cpen
3eMefesiCku npousBoAuTeNn, KOUTO Mpu-
TexaBaT cTonaHcTea mexay 10 u 15 uko-
HOMUYeckn eanHunun. CbobpaxeHusara 3a
n360p Ha ueneparta rpyna ca kombuHauwus
OT WKOHOMWYECKUN, METOAO0JIOTUYECKU MU
eKCnepTHU AoBoaun (cnopea CTaHOBULLETO
Ha ekcneptute oT ObnacTtHata M O6wKH-
ckute cnyxbu no 3eMenenve u ropu UKo-
HOMWYECKN YCTOMUYMBUTE U MMALLM MOTEH-
uman 3a passutue n ausepcudumkaumsa Ha
3eMenesicCkuTe AeWHOCTU CTOMaHCTBa ca ¢
pa3mep ot 10 no 15 k. en. uauM cronaH-
crtea ot 30 go 150 ha npu yucTo pacreHum-
€BbACTBO)

TeszaTa, kosaTo ce dopmynupa e: “3eme-
JeNCKuTe cTonaHcrea c pa3Mmep oT 10 no
15 uk. ea. ca oT CTpaTerMyecko 3Ha4yeHue
3a CbBpeMeHHOoTO, 6a3upawo ce Ha MHO-
BaLUWUM 3eMepenune, KOeTo LWe CNOMOrHe 3a
U3rpa>kgaHeTo Ha KOHKYpeHTHOCMnocobHa
M YCTOMUYMBA UKOHOMUKA B CENCKUTE paino-
HK",

Ha Teputopusita Ha PyceHcka obnact Cb-
wecreyBaT 154 3emMenencku CTonaHcTea
nonagalum B Tasu kateropus (Te popmumpart
reHepajsHaTta CbBKynHOCT). Mpu o = 0,1 m
v=0,9 ¢ nomowTa Ha Raosoft kankynatop
(www.raosoft.com) e u3uncieH MuHuma-
JneH obeM Ha n3Bagkata n = 48.

AHKETHOTO Npoy4yBaHe BKAOYBa 14 3aTBO-
peHu Bbnpoca, 06BbLpP3aHU B JaOrmyecka
nocnenoBaTeNHOCT U LeAsiwn AeTanamnsun-
paHe Ha cbbpaHaTa W aHaausnpaHa WH-

¢dopmauus (cpwur. 2).

AHKETHOTO MpoyuyBaHEe HOCU WMHpOopMaums
3a HarjacuTe Ha aHKeTUpaHUTe 3eMene-
CKMTE Ccyb6eKTH, KOSITO A0 M3BECTHA CTeneH
e cybekTuBHa M npeacTraBss MHEHUETO Ha
aHKETUpaHWUTE CaMO MO BbLMNPOCUTE, C KO-
UTO Te ca ce cbnbCKanu WA NpPsIKo 1 3a-
csarar.

3a opMupaHe Ha UsANOCTHa peanucTUyHa
KapTWHa Ha NpoBeXAAHOTO U3CneaBaHe B
MeToAMKaTa 3a W3CneABaHe Ha Harnacu
Ce M3n0n3Ba U “MeToabT HA eKCrnepTHUTE
oueHkn”. Ton npencrasnsiea nony4vyeHa oT
noaAxXopAwWmn cneunannctn (ekcrneptm) WH-
dopmaums 3a nscneaBaHuTe npouecu, siB-
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AHKEeTHO npoy4BaHe 3a guBepcuduumpaHe Ha MKOHOMUYECKUTE AeHOCTY B
CenckuTe paoHn Ha PyceHcka obnact

¥

¥

Practicing traditional
agricultural activities

YnpaxXHABaHW TPaaMLUUOHHU
3eMefencku AeiHOCTU

v

¥

Practicing diversified activities
or intent to begin practicing them

YnpaxHsaBaHu gueepcuduumpallm
AeHOCTU MK HaMepeHue 2a
CTapTUpaHe Ha TaKuBa

L

¥

Defining of the relative share of traditional vs. diversified activities
as to the general income of sales in the agricultural economy

Onpe,qenﬂHe Ha OTHOCUTENHWA 441 Ha TPaguUMOHHWUTE K ,D,MBepCMCbMLI,MpaIJJ,MTe
OeAHOCTH, cnpamMo DGLLIMTe npuxogm oT npo,qa}l{6n Ha 3eMefeNICKOTO CTOMaHCTBO

Perceptions and future business intentions for the development of agricultural
enterprises

Harnacu un 6b,qeu.m 6usHec HaMepeHWA 3a Pa3sBUTHE Ha 3eMe[eNCKOTO
CTONaHCTBa

v

Investigation of the current educational qualification of the farmers and
determining the necessity for additional training on agricultural matters

npr‘-&BaHe I'IpM,EkOGHTHF!T KbM MOMEHTa oﬁpasoBaTeneH CTaTycC Ha 3eMefencKuTe
Nnpon3BoOaNTENN U HEDGXO,QMMDC'I'I'EI MM OT OOMBbIAHWUTENHW DGYHEHMH B 0obnacTtTa

v

Seeking of logical connection and balance between individual interests of each
and every farm and the regional and national strategic priorities for the
purposes of rural area development

T'prEHe Ha norn4yeckKa Bpb3Ka W CbrnacybBaHOCT Mexay MHOMBUOYanHUTE
MHTEPECK Ha 3eMeeNCKNTe CTONaHCTBa OT €4Ha CTPaHa W PErMoHanHUTE M
HalWOHaNnHUTe CTpaTerm4eckm npnopuTeTn, OT ApYyra CTpaHa 3a Pa3BUTUE Ha
CcenckunTe paHOHM

Fig. 2. Structure of the questionnaire investigation
Dur. 2. CTpyKTYypa Ha aHKETHOTO rpoyYBaHe

and objects presented through a complex
of organisational-logical and mathematical
procedures and methods [4].

B. Expert opinion methodology

That method includes conducting meet-
ings and filling in of questionnaire cards by
seven experts working at the Municipality
farming and forestry offices of the seven
village municipalities within Ruse district.

By providing their expert opinion on the
subject studied, the specialists give realis-
tic and final view of the attitude analysis.

JNieHusi, 06eKTM C NoMoLLTa Ha KOMMAeKC OT
OpraHU3auUMoOHHO-NIONMYECKN U MaTeMaTu-
yecku npouenypu n Mmetoau [4].

Bb. MeToa4 Ha eKCNEPTHUTE OLIEHKM

To3u MeToA BKAOYBA NpOBeXaaHe Ha cpe-
M W NOMbJIBAHE HA aHKETHW KapTu 3a
oueHka mexnay 7 ekcneptu ot “"ObwmnHcka-
Ta cnyxba no 3emepenue n ropu” B 7-Te
cenckn obwmnHn Ha PyceHcka obnacr.

EkcnepTuTe ca Te3u, KOMTO JaBaT eKc-
neptHaTa CM NpeueHKa 3a u3cneaBaHus
npo6sem 1 NpuaaBaT 3aBbplleH U peanuc-
TUUYEH BWJ Ha aHafiu3a Ha HarfiacuTe.
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IV. Conclusions

Finally, based on the main points present-
ed in this article, the following conclusions
can be drawn:

1.

4.1.

4.2,

With the contemporary conditions of
agricultural development, there is a
trend for growing importance of im-
plementing innovations.

A classification of the agricultural in-
novations was suggested. Of them
the most popular ones at the mo-
ment are the product and process
innovations.

The present article provides new in-
vestigation methodology for study-
ing rural regions. This methodology
is based on the authors’ experience
with similar studies [1,5,6].

The developed structure of the
methodology suggests combined in-
vestigative approach that includes
studying of trends and attitudes in
the rural areas.

While studying trends the aim is
to analyse the general condition of
the rural regions, subject of the in-
vestigation, by including informa-
tion regarding all business agents
presented in the region(agricultural
producers, agro-companies, coop-
erations, processing plants, etc.).
While studying attitude the aim is
to determine the disposition of ag-
ricultural farms strategic for the lo-
cal economy towards diversifying of
the agricultural activities by adding
alternative ones for the purpose of
achieving steady development of the
rural areas. The results thus obtained
are completed and corrected by the
expert opinion of key specialists in
this field. This minimizes the possi-
bility of getting fragmented results
that might lead to mistakes, omis-
sions, weaknesses and distortion of
the final results.

IV. UsBoan n npenopbku

B 3aksitoueHne, Ha OCHOBA Ha U3JIOXEHUTE
OCHOBHW MOMEHTW B CTaTUsITa MoraT fda ce
¢dopMynmMpaT OCHOBHUTE U3BOAMU:

1.

4.1.

4.2,

B cbBpeMeHHuUTEe YyCNoBUS, B KOUTO Ce
pa3BuBa arpapHusi CEKTOp, € Hanuue
TEHAEHUWUS 38 HapacTBaHe 3HayeHue-
TO Ha MHOBauUuuTE.

OT npepnoxeHaTta knacudukaums 3a
WHOBAUWW B arpapHus CekTop Haun-
YeCTo NPUNOXKUMU U NONYASAPHU 3ace-
ra ca NpOAYKTOBMUTE U MPOLECHUTE.
B HacTosiwaTta paspaboTka e npeano-
)XEHa MHOBATMBHAa MeToAMKa 3a Mpo-
BeXAAaHe Ha U3CNeABaHus B CeNICKUTE
panoHu, KoATo e hopMupaHa Ha 6asa
onuTa Ha aBTOpUTE B MNpPOBEXAAHMU
nscnegsaHusa no npobnema [1,5,6].
PazpaboTeHaTa cTpykTypa Ha MeTO-
AvKa npepnara KOMOMHUpPaH NOAXOA
Ha u3CcneaBaHe, BKJIKOYBALL u3cnen-
BaHE Ha TeHAEHUMU U Haraacu B cen-
CKUTE PAWOHMU.

Mpu wn3cnegBaHeTO Ha TEHAEHUUM
Ce uenn ga ce Harmpasu aHanu3 Ha
O6LWOTO CbCTOSAHME Ha pa3BUMTUE Ha
CenckuTe panoHu, obekT Ha uscnen-
BaHe, KaTo TO BKJOYBA MHPOpMaLUmMs
3a BCUUKM Bu3Hec areHTn (3emepen-
CKu npousBoguTenu, arpodupmu,
Koonepauwuu, npepaboTBaTesiHa npo-
MULLNEHOCT W APYTW arpo-CTpyKTypH)
npeacTaBeHu B permoHa.

lMpn w3cnepBaHeToO Ha Harjacu ce
Lesn ga ce npoyuyu CKJIOHHOCTTa Ha
CTpaTerMyeckM 3a MecTHaTa WKo-
HOMWKA 3eMedesiCKM CTOMaHCTBa 3a
pa3zHoobpa3siBaHe Ha 3eMepfesickuTe
AEeWHOCTU C anTepHaTUBHW TakMBa 3a
NOCTUraHe Ha YyCTOMYMBO pa3BuUTMe
Ha Ccenckute panoHu. [lonyyeHuTte
pe3yaTaTu ce AOMbABaT M Kopurmpart
C MHEHMETO Ha KJIOYOBU EKCnepTu
B 3eMedenneTo U no TO3M HauuH ce
MUHUMU3UPA Bb3MOXXHOCTTA OT MOAy-
yaBaHeTo Ha (parMeHTUpaHu pesyn-
TaTu, KOuTo 6Mxa AoBenu A0 rpeLlKku,
nponycku, cnabocrtm M M3KpussiBaHe
Ha NOJiyyeHuTe KpaWHW pe3ynTaTtu.
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