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I. Introduction

The economic development of Bulgaria in
the period between the two world wars
is regarded in our scientific literature as
a distinct stage with its own characteris-
tic peculiarities dictated by the new socio-
economic realities being imposed in the
global and the national economies. From
the middle of 1929 to the middle of 1934
the Bulgarian economy is strongly influ-
enced by the Great Depression. Cautious
post-crisis recovery follows from the mid-

I. BbBegeHue

CrtonaHcKOTOo pa3suTue Ha bbnrapmsa mex-
Ay [OBeTe CBETOBHM BOWHW ce pa3srnexaa
B HalwaTa Hay4Ha nutepaTypa kato o060-
cobeH eTan CbC CBOWM XapaKTepHu ocobe-
HOCTM, MPOAMKTYBaHW OT HanarawmTe ce
HOBW COLMANHO-MKOHOMNYECKUN peasHOCTu
B CBeTOBHaTa M HauumoHanHaTta MKOHOMMW-
kKa. OT cpepata Ha 1929 go KbM cpepaTa
Ha 1934 r. Bbpxy 6b1rapcKkoTO CTONAHCTBO
OKasBa CW/HO BAUsiHWMe lonamaTta aenpe-
cuda. OT cpepata Ha 1934r. go 3anoysa-
HeTo Ha BTopaTa cBeToBHa BOWHa cneaBa
KonebnmBo cneakpusMCHO Bb3CTaHOBSBA-
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dle of 1934 until the start of World War II
(Todorov et al., 1981).

The purpose of this publication is to ana-
lyse from a more general perspective the
import-export role of the Danube region
for the economic development of Bulgaria
in the 1930s. It also aims to show the in-
fluence of the institutional environment on
the entrepreneurial activity. The focus is
on the economic, political and socio-cul-
tural institutions. From the exposition that
follows, it becomes clear that their influ-
ence varies in the different cities.

I1I. The years of the Great Depression
in Bulgaria

During the Global economic crisis (1929-
1933), the rapid drop in the prices of Bul-
garian exports of grains on international
markets and the respective limitation of
foreign imports to the country, have an
impact on the import-export volumes
transited through the largest Bulgarian
city on the Danube - Ruse. Statistics show
that during the crisis period, it ranks either
third or fourth in importance in the foreign
trade of the country. The import via Ruse
is influenced exclusively by the county’s
import policy. The export through it, how-
ever, suffers the largest decline compared
to other major Bulgarian export centres in
1930 and 1931. Even for the period 1932-
1934, when there is a general tendency
of increasing the export from the country,
the figures again show a negative trend
for Ruse.

In the years of the Great Depression, Lom
continues to be the most important Bul-
garian port on the Danube for the export
of grains. Statistics also show that Ruse
has actually lost its ground as an importer
as well and occupies the fourth place as
a national import-export centre in the pe-
riod 1929-1933. Its import share in terms
of value falls from 12.5% to 8.7% for the
period 1929 to 1933 (see Table 1 and 2).

He (Todorov et al., 1981).

Llenta Ha HacToswaTa nybnukauums e aa
aHanusupa B no-o6li NAaH eKCrnopTHO-UM-
nopTHa ponsa Ha MoayHaBMETO 3a CToMaH-
CKOTO pa3BuTMe Ha Bbnrapus npes 30-Te
roAMHM Ha MUHanuMs Bek. Ta Tpsabsa Aa
nokKaxe 1 B/IUSHUETO HA WUHCTUTYLMOHAnN-
HaTa cpefda BbpXy npeanpuveMayeckaTa
akTMBHocT. CTaBa AyMa 3a MKOHOMMUYE-
CKUTE, MOIUTUYECKUTE U COLMOKYNTYPHU-
T€ MHCTUTYUUM. KaKTo Lie CTaHe SICHO OT
N3M0XEHWETO, B OTAENHUTE rpagoBe BNus-
HMETO UM € PasNINYHO.

II. loauHuTe Ha Benukarta aenpecus B
Bbbnrapus

B nepuoga Ha CBeTOBHaTa MKOHOMMYECKaA
kpu3a (1929-1933), 6bp30TO CnagaHe Ha
LeHUTe Ha MeXAyHapoAHuUTe Mnasapu Ha
6BbNrapCcKkns N3HOC OT 3bPHEHM XPaHWU U Cb-
OTBETHO OrpaHM4yaBaHeTO Ha YyXXAeCTpaH-
HMS BHOC Y Hac, AaBaT CBOETO OTpaxe-
HMEe BbpXYy MMMNOPTHO-EKCNOPTHUTE obemu
TpaH3MTUPaAHM Npe3 Han-ronemms 6varap-
CKW KpanayHascku rpag - Pyce. Cratucru-
YecKuTe AaHHW NOoKa3BaT, Ye npes Kpm3unc-
HUS Mepuo, TOl 3aeMa TPETO U YETBBLPTO
MSICTO MO 3HAa4YMMOCT BbB BbHLUHUSA CTOKO-
obMeH Ha cTpaHaTa. BHocbT npes Pyce ce
BNMSIe U3KAOUYMTENIHO OT MMMNOpPTHaTa no-
NTUKA Ha AbpxxaBaTa. MI3HOCHLT Npes Hero
obaue b6enexu Han-roasm cnag B cpaBHe-
HMWe C oCTaHanuTe ronemMu 6baArapckm ekc-
MOPTHU LeHTpoBe npe3 1930-1931r. lNpe3
1932-1934r. ce 3abensa3Ba obwa TeHAEH-
LuMs KbM yBenM4yaBaHe Ha M3HOCa, a npes
Pyce Ton oTHOBO 6enexu cnaa.

B rognHuTe Ha Benukata genpecus JIom
npoav/xasa Aa 6bae Ham-BaXXHOTO 6bI-
rapcko npuctanuwe no [yHasa 3a W3HOC
Ha 3bpHEeHU XpaHu. CTaTucTuyeckmTe AaH-
HW NOKa3BaT CblLo, Ye Pyce 3aeMaiku no-
3ULMNTE CU HA YETBBPTU HaLMOHANEH UM-
NOPTHO-EKCNOPTEH LEeHTbp npe3 nepuoaa
1929-1933 r., BCbWHOCT NpaBu OTCTbME-
HMe M KaTto BHOCUTen. B CTOMHOCTHO u3-
paxeHue, 3a 1929-1933r., Ton cnaga oT
12,5% Ha 8,7% (Bx. Tabn. 1 n 2).
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Table 1. Imports and exports via the major customs points in the country

for 1929/1930 - 1933/1934 r. in thousand levs.

Ta6nuua 1. BHOC M M3HOC Npe3 Hal-rosieMnTe MUTHUYECKN NMYHKTOBE B CTpaHaTa 3a
1929/1930 - 1933/1934 r. B XU. NB.

IMPORT / BHOC

Customs point

1929/1930 1930/1931 1931/1932 1932/1933 1933/1934
MuUTHNUM
Burgas
211 248 161 631 184 877 177 108 138 185
Byprac
Varna
140 736 86 816 122 003 120 701 83 346
BapHa
Lom
Tom 71 644 48 033 54 090 50 230 26 420
Ruse
186 327 109 154 109 936 116 759 74 121
Pyce
Sofia
465 080 294 530 354 725 310 814 211 278
Codus
EXPORT / N3HOC
Customs point
P 1929/1930 1930/1931 1931/1932 1932/1933 1933/1934
MuUTHNUM
Burgas
9 765 1030 540 266 489
Byprac
Varna
10 339 721 394 348 783
BapHa
Lom
1 655 230 169 238 482
JNlom
Ruse
3601 11 237 149 103
Pyce
Sofia
5410 1 604 1 099 693 1 007
Codus
IMPORT AND EXPORT (TOTAL) / BHOC 1 U3HOC (OBLLO)
Customs point
1929/1930 1930/1931 1931/1932 1932/1933 1933/1934
MuUTHULM
Burgas
221 013 162 661 185 417 177 374 138 674
Byprac
Varna
151 075 87 537 122 397 121 049 84 129
BapHa
Lom
73 299 48 263 54 259 50 468 26 908
Jlom
Ruse
189 928 109 165 110 173 116 908 74 224
Pyce
Sofia
470 490 296 134 355 824 311 507 212 285
Codus

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1934 (1935), p. 288.
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Table 2. The share of imports and exports in terms of value at some of the largest cus-
toms points relative to the total value of imports and exports

of the country

Tabnuua 2. OTHOoCMTENEH AS1 Ha CTOMHOCTTA Ha BHOCA M M3HOCA npe3 HAKOun OT Han-
roneMnTeE MUTHNYECKNU NYHKTOBE CNpAMO obLiaTa CTOMHOCT Ha BHOCA W M3HOCa Ha

CTpaHaTa 3a 1927-1929r B8 %

IMPORT / BHOC

Customs point

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933
MuUTHULUNM
Burgas

20,4 21,4 23,4 20,3 23,1
Byprac
Varna

16,5 17,1 18,0 19,6 18,7
BapHa
Lom

5,8 6,0 6,1 4,6 4,4
Jlom
Ruse

12,5 11,5 9,7 9,9 8,7
Pyce
Sofia

30,9 34,0 35,2 35,7 37,6
Codus

EXPORT / U3HOC

Customs point

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933
MUTHUUM
B
trgas 27,5 24,7 30,2 25,7 36,2
Byprac
Varna
10,1 11,6 11,7 15,2 13,3
BapHa
Lom
8,4 11,4 12,2 6,1 7,8
Jlom
Ruse
Y 3,7 2,9 3,6 5,6 4,1
Pyce
Sofia 8,0 3,9 2,3 2,0 3,3
CO¢MH I I ’ ’ !

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1934 (1940), p. 178.

Restricting the imports and exports via
Ruse in times of economic crisis has ex-
tremely negative consequences on the
activity of local trading circles. The ones
most affected are the intermediary ex-
porters of cereals in the region. The idea,
popular since the late nineteenth centu-
ry, of creating a stock exchange in Ruse,
is launched again among the local trade
guild members. On 18 March 1929, the
general annual meeting of Ruse Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) comes
up with a decision to establish a stock ex-
change in the city. Interested groups of
merchants from Varna stand against this
initiative of the Ruse Chamber. Because
of their insistent intervention against this
initiative of RCCI before the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Labour, the de-

OrpaHu4yaBaHeTO Ha BHOCA M M3HOCa mnpe3
Pyce B ycnoBmsaTa Ha MKOHOMMYECKA KpW-
3a pednekTnpa KparHO HEeraTMBHO BbpXY
AKTMBHOCTT@ Ha MEeCTHOTO TbpProBCKO Cb-
cnosue. Hali-3acerHatn ca nocpegHuumnTe
€KCMOopTbOPM Ha 3bpPHEHWU XpaHW OT peru-
OHa. Cpea MecTHaTa Tbproscka rmngus ce
NaHcupa nonynspHaTa owe oT Kpas Ha XIX
B. uaes 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha cTokoBa 6opca
B Pyce. Ha 18 mapt 1929 r. O6woTo0 ro-
AVWHO cbbpaHue Ha PyceHckaTa Tbpros-
CKO-MHAycTpmanHa kamapa (PTUK) wuznn-
3a C pelweHne 3a OTKpMBaHETO Ha Takasa
6opca B rpaga. lNMpoTme Tasn MHMUMATMBA
Ha PyceHckaTta kamapa ce ob6sBsaBaT 3a-
WHTEpeCcoBaHNW KpPbroBe Ha BapHEHCKK-
Te Tbprosuu. lNMopaan HacTtoaTenHata MM
WHTEpPBEHUMA Cpely Ta3n MWHuMuMaTMBa
Ha PTUK npeg MMHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha Tbpro-
BUSATA, NPOMULLNEHOCTTa M TpyAa, yKasbT
3a OTKpMBaHETO Ha cTokoBa 6opca B Pyce
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cree for the opening of a stock exchange
in Ruse is signed as late as August 12 and
comes into effect as of October 1929. Thus
the traders in Ruse miss the most favora-
ble autumn season for food exports along
the Danube (Ruse Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, 1930, p. 50-51).

During the crisis years, the situation is ba-
sically the same in the other towns along
the Danube, too. The turnover at the port
of Vidin decreases (Pantev et al., 2008,
p. 221). The opposite trend is observed
regarding the transit through the port of
Lom. It establishes itself as a major ex-
porter of agricultural products from the
Danube region. Statistical data shows
that by 1933/1934, the value of exports
through it exceeds more than 4 times that
of the port of Ruse. But the ratio is differ-
ent with respect to imports. It is almost 3
times lower (see Table 1). Such a decline
in the import-export trade is also seen in
the small towns along the Danube - Orya-
hovo and Nikopol; there tradesmen also
struggle hard to survive in the early 1930s
(Territorial Archives - Vratsa, f. 580K, I. 1
a. u. 9, pp. 1 etseq; a. u. 10 pp. 1 et
seq; Territorial Archives - Pleven, f. 28k, I.
1 a.u. 34 pp. 1 et seq).

Despite the difficulties for the Bulgarian
import and export caused by the global
depression, Svishtov maintains its role as
a significant port on the Danube during the
crisis years. Thus, in 1932 the Svishtov
customs house generates revenues for
the state budget of about 16 million levs
from imports and over 20 million levs from
exports (Free Thought Newspaper, 1933).
During the time of the crisis, the company
of G. Gaitandjiev for export of eggs per-
forms very successfully in Svishtov (Dan-
ube Newspaper, 1933). In 1932 the Eco-
nomic Society of Svishtov publishes and
distributes a research by Eng. Y. A. Enchev
“The Bridge on the Danube and the inter-
national railway lines around Bulgaria.”
In his study, apart from making a series
of historical references about the large
import-export flows across the Danube
towards Svishtov, the author claims: ™

and in recent times (Svishtov - AN) serves
as a hub of railway communications, which
lead from the river Danube to the Black

ce nognucea enBa Ha 12 aBryct v Bfmn3a
B Cuna oT okToMBpu 1929 r. Mo TO3M Ha-
UMH pyCeHUM nponyckaT Han-6naronpuart-
HUS eCeHeH Ce30H 3a M3HOC Ha XpaHu Mo
OyHaBa (Ruse Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, 1930, p. 50-51).

Mpe3 KpU3UCHUTE FOAMHM NMOAOBHO e CbC-
TOSIHMETO W Ha OCTaHanuTe KpanAyHaBCKU
rpagose. CToko0b60OpOTLT Npe3 BUAUMHCKO-
TO NpucTaHuwe Hamansgsa (Pantev et al.,
2008, p. 221). ObpaTHa TeHaeHUMSs ce 3a-
6ens3Ba No OTHOLWIEHME Ha TpaH3uTa npes
JlomckoTo npuctaHuwe. To ce yTBbpX-
[aBa KaTo rflaBeH U3HOCUTEsT Ha CesiCKo-
CToMaHcka npoaykumsa ot lMoayHaBMeTO.
CraTucTnyeckuTe AaHHM NoKa3BaT, Ye KbM
1933/1934 r. CTOMHOCTTa@ Ha M3HOCa rnpe3
Hero Haaxebprisd noseye oT 4 MbTU TO3U
npe3 pyCeHCKOTO NpucTaHuwe. Ho no oT-
HolweHne Ha BHOCA CbOTHOLUEHUETO e ApY-
ro. Ton e 6nM30 3 NMbTM No-ManbK (BX.
Tabn. 1). NonobeH cnag B MMMOPTHO-EKC-
nopTHaTa TbpProBus ce 0T6ens3Ba CbLLO B
MankuTe KpanayHaBcku rpagose OpsxoBo
M Hukonosn, U TaM TbProBCKOTO CbC/0BUE
BoAM TpyaHa 6opba 3a ouensiBaHe B Hava-
noto Ha 30-Te roauHu (Territorial Archives
- Vratsa, f. 580K, I. 1 a. u. 9, pp. 1 et seq;
a. u. 10 pp. 1 et seq; Territorial Archives
- Pleven, f. 28k, I. 1 a.u. 34 pp. 1 et seq).

Bbnpekn TpyaAHOCTUTe Ccb3dageHun ot Cee-
TOBHaTa Kpu3a 3a 6barapckus MMNopT u
ekcnopT, CBMLWOB 3amna3Ba npe3 Kpusuc-
HUTE FOAMHM poNnATa CUM Ha 3HAYMMO Ay-
HaBCKO MpucTaHuwe. Taka npe3 1932 r.
CBMLLOBCKATa MWTHULA OT4YUTA MNPUXOAMU
B AbpXXaBHMS 6tog)KeT OT BHOC OKoso 16
M/IH. NB. M OT U3HOC Hag 20 maH. nB. (Free
Thought Newspaper, 1933). B nepnoga Ha
Kpu3aTa AocCTa ycnewHa gerHocT B CBULLOB
pa3BuBa duMpMaTa 3a U3HOC Ha anua Ha I.
rantangxmes (Danube Newspaper, 1933).
Mpe3 1932r. CBULLOBCKOTO MKOHOMUYECKO
APYXXeCTBO M3gaBa M pasnpocTpaHsiBa m3-
cneasaHeTo Ha UHX. A. A. EHuyeB ,MoCTbT
Ha [lyHaBa MU MeXAyHapoAHUTE SIMHUK MNOo-
Kpan n okono bbnarapua®. B nacneaBaHeTo
CW aBTOpPbT, OCBEH NopeauuaTa nctopunye-
CKM npenpaTtku 3a rosemMute BHOCHO-U3-
HOCHM moToum npe3 [lyHaBa 3a CBMLLOB,
NW3TbKBa: ,... @ B HOBO BpeMme (CBMLLOB -
6.a.) CNy>Xn 3a Bb3es Ha Xenes3onbTHUTE
cbobLeHns, KoUTo BOAAT OT peka [yHaB
KbM YepHo, Bsano, CpeansemMHo u Agpua-
TU4yecko MopeTa" M nNo-HaTtaTbK Nog4vyepTa-
Ba: ,OT ropHuTe Heocrnopumun GakTn aB-
CTBYBAa, 4Ye CBbpP3BaHETO Ha 6bbarapckure
PYMBHCKUTE XeNe3HULUM U NOCTPOSIBAHETO
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Sea, the Aegean, the Mediterranean and
the Adriatic seas” and further on he points
out: “It is evident from the above indis-
putable facts that the connection of the
Bulgarian and Romanian railways and the
construction of a bridge over the Danube
should definitely be in Svishtov; this con-
nection must be accelerated, it is not only
well-timed but even belated. Any delay
is equivalent to the isolation not only of
Svishtov, but also of Bulgaria” (Enchev,
1932). But in view of the severe economic
conditions in the country, this idea remains
unattended by the government.

III. Revival

According to the scientific literature, 1933
is generally accepted to mark the end of
the crisis in Bulgaria, but it is also pointed
out that in the following 1934 the economic
situation in the country remains unstable
with indicators of some economic activi-
ties continuing to decline. Only from 1935
onwards most of these indicators start
showing a tendency for growth (Todorov
et al., 1981). A significant stage in improv-
ing the economic infrastructure not only of
the Danubian cities, but also of the whole
country is reached with laying the founda-
tions of the Bulgarian national Danubian
navigation on 17 March 1935. The newly
created agency “Coastal River Navigation”
in Ruse is included in the system of the
Bulgarian State Railways (BSR). In 1938
the 24th National Assembly passes a law
that grants a loan of 150 million levs to the
department of “Navigation” at the Gen-
eral Directorate of BSR. With these funds
4 motor freight vessels with a capacity of
1000 hp each are ordered in Regensburg,
Germany, and 3 cargo-passenger ships
with a capacity of 1000 hp, intended to
carry 1,000 passengers each, are ordered
in Budapest. On May 31, 1940, the Law
for Bulgarian River Navigation comes into
force on the basis of which an autonomous
Navigation Company with its own budget
is created - “Bulgarian River Shipping”
(BRS), with its head office located in Ruse
(Minchev, 1960, pp. 44, 50).

The process of emerging of the Danube re-
gion from the crisis and its economic sta-
bilization in the second half of the 1930s

Ha MOCT Ha p. [lyHaB HanoXuTesHO TpsibBa
Aa cTaHe npwu rp. CBMLLOB; TOBa CBbp3BaHe
TpsibBa Aa ce yCKOpW, TO € He CaMO CBO-
€BPEMEHHO, HO WM 3aKbCHSAN0. Bcsko 3a-
6aBsAHe e paBHOCWJIHO C M30JIMPAHETO He
camo Ha rp. CBuLwoB, HO U Ha bbarapusa®
(Enchev, 1932). Ho npeaBu TexkaTa
CTOMaHCKa KOHIOHKTYypa B CTpaHaTta, Tasu
naest octaBa 6e€3 BHMMaHME OT CTpaHa Ha
NnpaBUTENCTBOTO.

II1I. O>xuBneHue

B Hay4yHaTa nnTepaTtypa 3a Kpan Ha Kpu3sa-
Ta B bbarapusa ycnoBHo ce npuema 1933r.,
HO Ce U3TbKBa CbLLO, Ye U Npe3 cneasalla-
Ta 1934r. nkoHoMuyeckaTa cuTyaumus y Hac
npoAab/kaea Aa e nabunHa KaTto nokasaTe-
INTE Ha HAKOW OT CTOMaHCKUTE AEMHOCTU
npoavs/kasaT ga cnagat. Egsa ot 1935r.
noBeYyeTo OT Te3u nokaszaTtenu benexart
TeHaeHuus KbM HapactBaHe (Todorov et
al., 1981). CblwecTBeH MOMEHT B MoAo-
6psiBaHe cTOMaHcKaTa MHQpPaACcTPyKTypa He
CaMo Ha KpanAyHaBCKUTEe rpajoBe, HO U Ha
CTpaHaTa, ce oTbensassa C NOCTaBAHETO Ha
HayanoTo Ha BbArapckoTo AyHaBCKO Abp-
XXaBHO kopabonnasaHe Ha 17 mapTt 1935r.
Cb3pageHaTta cnyxba ,PeuHo kpanbpexHo
nnasaHe" B Pyce ce Bk/tOYBa B cuctema-
Ta Ha BOXX. lMpe3 1938r. XXIV HapoaHo
cbbpaHue rnacyBa 3akOH 3a OTMyCKaHe
Ha 3aeM oT 150 MAH. NB. Ha oTAefieHne
.KopabonnasaHe™ npu [MaBHa AupeKuus
Ha BOXX. C Te3un cpeacrtea ce nopbysaT B
Perencbypr, N'epmaHus, 4 MOTOpHU TOBap-
HU kopaba ¢ MowHocT no 1000 K.c. BCeKkM
eanH v B bypanewa - 3 TOBapHO-MbTHU-
yeckn kopaba ¢ MowHoCT cbwo no 1000
K.C., NpoekTupaHu 3a no 1000 nbTHUUMW.
Ha 31 man 1940r. Bnm3a B cuna 3aKoHbT
3a 6bArapcKoTO peyHOo niaBaHe, C KONTO
Ce Cb3JaBa aBTOHOMHO MpeanpusaTue CbC
cobctBeH 6roaxeT - [lMapaxoactso ,bbn-
rapcko peyHo nsaBaHe" CbC cepanuule B
Pyce (Mincheyv, 1960, pp. 44, 50).

Han-scHo npouechbT Ha U3nM3aHeTo Ha [o-
OYyHaBMETO OT Kpu3aTa U HerosaTa CTOMaH-
cka ctabwunmsaumsa oT BTOpaTa MOJIOBMHA
Ha 30-Te roguvHM WNKCTpUpaT CTaTUCTU-
YeCcKuUTe AaHHM 3a HapacTBawmTe UMNopT-
HO-eKCMOPTHM Bb3MOXHOCTM Ha Han-rone-
MUS KpanayHaBCKM rpag. KakTo BHOCHT,
Taka n U3HOCHT npe3 Pyce 3a 1934-1935r.
6enexaTt ouyeBmaeH pbcT. KonebaHue ce
3abensasea npe3 1938r., koeto e obuwa
TeHAEHUMS BbB BbHLHWA CTOKOOOMEH Ha
CTpaHaTa, Ab/Kalla ce Ha HAKOJIKoMecey-
HaTa KpPU3MCHa KOHIOHKTYpa Yy Hac B Kpas
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is illustrated most clearly by the statistics
for the growing import-export capabilities
of the largest city along the Danube. Both
imports and exports via Ruse for the years
1934-1935 rise significantly. Certain varia-
tions are observed for 1938, which reflect
a general trend in the foreign trade of the
country due to a crisis period lasting for a
few months domestically at the end of 1937.
For the period 1934-1939, Ruse remains the
biggest importer on the Danube and con-
tinues to rank fourth, coming behind only
the capital city and the Black Sea ports of
Burgas and Varna with regard to collected
customs duties on imports. The role of Lom
as exporter of cereals during this period in-
creases as well (Table 3 and 4).

Ha 1937r. [lpe3 nepuogsa 1934-1939r.
Pyce 3ana3Ba no3vumMuTe CM Ha Hau-ro-
nam BHocuTen no [lyHaBa v npoabikasa
[a 3aeMa 4eTBbpPTO MACTO MO peanusupa-
HUTEe MUTHU4Yeckn cbopoBe OT BHOC cnea
cTonmuata U YepHOMOPCKUTE MpUCTaHMLLa
byprac n BapHa. Pongta Ha Jlom KaTo eKkc-
NOpPTbOP Ha 3bPHEHM XPaHWU 3a TO3WN Nepu-
o4 cbwo HapacTtea (Tabn. 3 n 4).

Table 3. Imports and exports via the major customs points in the country

for 1934-1939

Ta6nmua 3. BHOC 1 N3HOC nNpe3 Hal-roneMnTe MMTHUYECKM NMYHKTOBE Ha CTpaHaTa 3a

nepuoga 1934-1939 r.

IMPORT (in thousand levs) / BHOC (B xun. nB.)

Customs point

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939

MUTHULUM
Burgas

565 730 560 760 562 441 1228 523 1159 157 776 525
byprac
Varna

437 035 420 992 422 072 578 438 630 489 513 288
BapHa
Lom
Nom 89 730 258 959 295 864 275 794 234 013 450 857
Ruse
Pyce 177 438 271 438 403 531 437 293 504 351 507 749
Sofia
Codus 867 384 1 362 498 1448 339 2 185983 2 020 626 2 078 544

EXPORT (in thousand levs) / U3HOC (B xun. nB.)

Customs point

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939

MWUTHULM
Burgas

922 738 1115961 1 263 550 1372 842 1 846 608 1250 813
Bbyprac
Varna

321 932 411 964 511 566 794 713 519 335 340 811
BapHa
Lom
Tom 187 458 265 057 274 477 528 611 305 415 736 631
Ruse
Pyce 68 451 74 312 113 815 174 910 130 076 256 793
Sofia

119 995 98 711 179 051 308 068 270 950 120 972
Codus

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1939 (1940), pp. 510-511.

134



Trade Entrepreneurship in the Bulgarian Ports along the River Danube
from the Great Depression until the Beginning of World War II

Table 4. The share of imports and exports in terms of value at the largest customs
points relative to the total value of imports and exports of the country

for 1934-1939 in %

Tabnunua 4. OTHOCUTENEH A/ Ha CTOMHOCTTa Ha BHOCA W M3HOCA npes Han-ronemuTe
MUTHUYECKHN NMYHKTOBE CNpsAaMO obLlaTa CTOMHOCT Ha BHOCA M M3HOCA Ha CTpaHaTa 3a

1934-1939r B %

IMPORT (in thousand levs) / BHOC (B xun. nB.)

Customs point Import Export
MUTHMLM 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939
Burgas

25,2 | 18,6 | 17,7 | 24,7 | 23,5 | 149 | 36,4 | 34,3 | 32,3 | 27,4 | 33,1 | 20,6
Byprac
Varna

19,5 | 140 | 13,3 | 11,6 | 12,8 9,9 12,7 | 12,7 | 13,1 | 15,8 9,3 5,6
BapHa
Lom
Tom 4,0 8,6 4,2 5,5 4,7 8,7 7,4 8,2 7,0 10,5 5,5 12,2
Ruse

7,9 9,0 9,3 8,8 10,2 9,8 2,7 2,3 2,9 3,5 2,3 4,2
Pyce
Sofia

38,6 | 45,3 | 45,5 | 43,9 | 41,0 | 40,0 4,7 3,0 4,6 6,1 4,9 2,0
Codpusa

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1939 (1940), pp. 510-511.

During the stabilization period from the
mid-1930s, the role of the port of Lom for
the international trade of the country con-
tinues to increase. The completion and ex-
pansion of the port of Lom from the second
half of the 1920s on the one hand, and the
intensifying of the economic relations be-
tween Bulgaria and Germany in the 1930s
on the other hand, contribute to the rapid
development of Lom as an import-export
centre on the Danube (Penkov, 1947, p.
44).

On the eve of World War II, the RCCI busi-
ness activists re-evaluate the necessity of
establishing a free zone in the Ruse port
and raise this issue with the government
again. They also insist that a ferry link
between Ruse and Giurgiu is established,
which is accomplished only after the be-
ginning of the war in 1940 (Territorial Ar-
chives - Ruse, f. 59, 1. 1, a. u. 17, p. 7).

IV. Conclusion

The Danube region emerges from the cri-
sis slowly and painfully. From the second
half of the 1930s, though gradually, the in-
ternational trade along the Danubian wa-
terway begins to intensify.

The influence of the institutional environ-
ment on the entrepreneurial activity ap-
pears to be of crucial importance. The case
with the stock market in Ruse, the idea of

Mpe3 crabunusaumoHHMsA nepuos OT BTO-
paTa nonosuHa Ha 30-Te roguMHU NMpoabI-
»KaBa Aa HapacTBa ponsATa 3a MexAyHapoa-
HUS CTOKOOOMEH Ha CTpaHaTa Ha JIOMCKOTO
npuctaHuwe. 3a ToBa 6bp30 pasBuTUe
Ha JloM KaTo MMMNOPTHO-EKCMOPTEH LEeH-
Tbp Ha [lyHaBa cnomMara MHOro, OT ejHa
CTpaHa, pa3LlWmpsBAaHETO M AOM3rpaxaaHe-
TO Ha JIOMCKOTO MpuCTaHulie OoT BTopaTa
nosioBMHa Ha 20-Te roauHU, a OT Apyra,
3aCMIBAHETO Ha MKOHOMUYECKUTE BPb3KM
Mexay bbnrapusa n epmaHma npes 30-Te
roanHn (Penkov, 1947, p. 44).

B HaBeuepuneTo Ha BTopaTa cBETOBHa BOW-
Ha cTomaHckuTe genum ot PTUK, npeoc-
MUCAMNM Bedye HeobxogmMmocTTa OT Cb3-
AaBaHe Ha CBobogHa 30Ha B pyCEHCKOTO
npucTaHuuie, OTHOBO MNoBAMUIraT TO3W Bb-
Nnpoc npej nNpaBMTeNCTBOTO. Te HacTosBaTt
ha ce yctaHoBU 1 depnboTHa Bpb3Ka MeX-
ay Pyce n MNopreBo, KOSATO ce oCbLEeCTBSBA
efBa cnej 3ano4yBaHETO Ha BOMHaTa rnpe3
1940 r. (Territorial Archives - Ruse, f. 59,
.1, a.u.17, p. 7).

IV. 3aknouyeHue

baBHO M TpyaHO u3nu3a llogyHaBueTo OT
kpu3saTa. OT BTOpaTa nosipoBmHa Ha 30-Te
roAMHU, Makap M NOCTerneHHo, 3ano4ysa Aa
Ce 3acunBa MexayHapoaHaTa Tbprosms no
AYHaBCKMS BOAEH MbT.

BnvsHMeTO Ha MHCTUTYUMOHaNHaTa cpeaa
BbpXYy npeanpuemMayeckata akTUBHOCT Ce
oKa3Ba OT peluaBallo 3HayeHue. CnyyasT
CcbC cTokoBaTa 6opca B Pyce, naeute 3a
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a bridge in Svishtov, the actions undertak-
en to create BRS and the revitalized idea
of a free zone in Ruse are all evidence for
this.

The creation of BRS however cannot com-
pensate for the lack of a free zone in the
Danube region and the much needed
bridge across the Danube. Thus, despite its
favourable geographical location, the Bul-
garian Danube region, with the exception
of Ruse and Lom to some extent, doesn’t
make any significant progress in its devel-
opment as the “country’s doorway” to the
European economic centre.

mMocT npu CBMWOB, nMpeanpueTuTe AenCT-
BUS NO Cb3aaBaHeTo Ha BPI1, KakTo n Bb3-
poaeHaTa nages 3a ceobogHaTa 30Ha B Pyce
rnokasBaT TOBa.

Cb3paBaHeTo Ha BPIM obaye He Moxe Aa
KOMNeHcupa numncata Ha csobogHa 6e3-
MWTHa 30Ha B [logyHaBMEeTO WM Ha Taka
Heobxoammmsa MocT npe3 [lyHaBa. Taka,
BbMNpekn 61aronpusaTHOTO cu reorpadcko
nonoxexHune, bbnarapckoto nogyHasue, C
N3KJIlOYEeHMe AoHSAKbAEe Ha Pyce n JloMm, He
oTbenssBa HSKaKbB 3HAUYMUTENEH Hanpeabk
B pa3BUTMETO CK KATO ,BpaTa Ha cTpaHaTa"
KbM €BPOMNENCKNS CTOMAHCKU LIEHTBP.
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