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I. Introduction

The economic development of Bulgaria in
the period between the two world wars is
regarded in our scientific literature as a
distinct stage with its own characteristics.
It should be noted that this development is
marked by significant variations and sev-
eral sub-phases are distinguished within
it, also characterized by their own specific
features. After the end of World War I until
around the middle of 1923, the country is
in a state of a severe postwar crisis. Then,
up to the middle of 1929, Bulgaria’s eco-
nomic development is characterized by a

I. BbBegeHue

CTonaHCKOTO pa3BuTue Ha bbnrapusa mex-
Ay [BeTe CBETOBHW BOWHMW Ce pa3srnexnaa
B HallaTa HayyHa nuTepatypa kKaTto 060-
cobeH eTan CbC CBOM XapaKTepHU OCo-
6eHocTn. CneaBa Aa ce uma npeasuj, 4e
TOBa pa3BuUTMe Benexun 3HauYnTeNnHn Kone-
6aHMA U B Hero ce pasrpaHuMyaBaTt HAKON-
KO rnojeTana CbLl0 XapakTepusupalim ce
CbC cBOM cneundunyHn ocobeHoctn. Cneg
Kpasi Ha [MbpBaTa CBETOBHA BOMHA A0 KbM
cpepaTta Ha 1923 r. cTpaHaTa ce HaMmumpa
B CbCTOSIHME Ha TeXKa CneBOEHHA Kpu-
3a. Cnen ToBa, A0 KbM cpefaTa Ha 1929
r. CTONAHCKOTO pa3BuTUE Ha Bbbnrapusa ce
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partial and temporary stabilization of the
national economy (Economic..., 1981).

In previous specialized studies on these
topics, the processes occurring in the na-
tional economy during that period are to a
large extent explored in detail. Local his-
torical research is published even before
World War II, and in particular, about the
Bulgarian Danube region and specifically
about the Danubian business centers. In
these publications, the authors generally
tend to reveal and emphasize the econom-
ic importance of their home towns (Tsuh-
lev, 1932; Popov, 1927; Simeonov, 1929;
Parmakov, 1936). Relatively less attention
is given to the study of trade entrepre-
neurship in the separate regions and urban
centers for the same period.

In recent years, in connection with the dy-
namic socio-economic changes taking place
in our country, the business tradition of the
Danubian cities is subject to justifiable and
increased interest from local researchers.
Scientifically sound accounts and special-
ized economic studies have come out of
print recently, quite large in volume for
some of these cities (Pantev et al., 2008;
Yotsov, 2008; Zlatev, 2006, etc.). Publica-
tions of a more general nature, concerning
the role of the river Danube in the econom-
ic development of the country between the
two world wars, are also important for a
more thorough examination of these is-
sues (Penkov, 1947; Dakov, 1964).

The purpose of this publication is to an-
alyze in a more general perspective the
export-import role of the Danube region
for the economic development of Bulgaria
in the 1920s. It also aims to show the in-
fluence of the social environment on the
entrepreneurial activity. We have in mind
the economic, political and socio-cultural
prerequisites. From the exposition that fol-
lows, it becomes clear that the influence of
these factors varies in the different cities!.

1. For a more complete elucidation of the de-
bated matters, apart from previous research publi-
cations, documentary materials have been acquired
from the Regional State Archives in Ruse, exhibitions
of regional governors containing information on the
economic situation of the Danubian cities, annual re-
ports of the Ruse Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI) whose activities cover the whole Bulgarian
Danube region, statistical yearbooks of the Bulgarian
Kingdom, etc.

XapakTepmsmpa C 4YaCTUyHa U BpPEMEHHa
ctabunmsaumst Ha HaUMOHA/IHOTO CTOMaH-
ctBo (CtonaHcka..., 1981).

B gocerawHuTe cneunanmsmpaHn nscnen-
BaHMA Mo Ta3um npobnematmka npoTuya-
WwMTe npouecnm B HaAUMOHANHOTO CTOMaH-
CTBO Npe3 nepuoga, ca A0 roasMma crerneH
AeTannHo wumscneasaHu. [o-cneuunanHo
3a bbarapckoto nogyHaBue U KOHKpET-
HO 3a KpanayHaBCKWUTE CTOMAHCKU LEH-
TpoBe, MMa u3gajeHun owe npean Btopa-
Ta CBETOBHA BOWHA MECTHM MCTOPUYECKMU
nscneaBaHus. B TAx no npasBwuiao aBTo-
puTe NposiBABaT CTpeMex JAa paskpusaT
M WM3TbKBAT CTOMAaHCKaTa 3HA4YMMOCT Ha
poaHute cu rpagose (Lyxnes, 1932; [lo-
noe, 1927; CumeoHoB, 1929; lMapmMakos,
1936). CpaBHUTENHO NO-MankKo BHMMaHMue
€ OTAEeNleHO Ha npoyyBaHe TbproBCKOTO
npeanpueMayectBo B OTAEHUTE PErmoHu
M rpagCKku LEeHTpoBe 3a CblUKMg nepuoa.

B nocneaHuTe rogMHun, BbB Bpb3Ka C Ha-
CTbMNBaWMTE AMHAMUYHM COLMANHO-UKO-
HOMMYECKM MPOMEHM Yy HAC, CTOMaHcKaTa
Tpagvums Ha KpalhAyHaBCKUTE rpaaoBe
e obekT Ha 06sCHMM MOBULUEH WHTepec
OT CTpaHa Ha MEeCTHUTe u3cienoBaTenu.
Hackopo m3nsi3oxa OT nevaT, 3a HAKOU OT
TAX 06€MHU, HAY4YHO M3ObPXKaHU UCTOPUN
M cneumanmsnpaHm CTOMaHCKM m3cnensa-
Hus (MaHTeB u ap., 2008; Mouos, 2008;
3nates, 2006 n agp.). BaxHo 3HayeHne 3a
no-3aabnbo4eHOTO MpoyyBaHe Ha Taswu
npobnemMaTtMka umaTt uM nybnukauymute C
no-obuw xapakTep, 3acsrawim BbMNpoca 3a
ponsata Ha p. [lyHaB B CTOMAHCKOTO pas-
BMTME Ha CTPaHaTa MexAay ABEeTe CBETOBHMU
BoHK (MeHkoB, 1947; dakos, 1964).

Llenta Ha HactoswaTa nybnmkauus e aa
aHanmsupa B no-obuy naaH eKCnopTHO-UM-
nopTHa pons Ha lNoayHaBMeTo 3a CToMaH-
CKOTO pa3BuTne Ha bbnarapusa npes 20-Te
roaoMHM Ha MuHanusa Bek. Ta Tpabsa Aa
nokaxe u BAMSAHWETO Ha obwecTBeHaTa
cpena BbpXy npeanpuemMadyeckaTa akTuB-
HocT. CTaBa AyMa 3a MKOHOMWYECKMU, MNO-
JINTUYECKN N COLUMOKYNTYPHM NpeanocTas-
KW. KaKTo LLe CTaHe SCHO OT U3N0XEHMETO,
B OTAE/IHUTE rpagoBe BJUSHUETO Ha Te3u
dakTopn e pasnnyHo!.

1. 3a NO-NBSIHOTO OCBETNASIBAHE Ha UHTeprpeTnpa-
HaTa npobnemaTnka OCBEH AOCerallHUTe n3cneaBaHns
no Hes, ca NpuUBNEYEHN AOKYMEHTa/HW Matepuanun ot
pervoHanHua AbpXaBeH apxue B Pyce, u3noxeHus
Ha OKPBXHWUTE ynpaBuTeNn, CbAbpXallM CBeAEeHUS 33
CTOMAHCKOTO CbCTOSAHME Ha KpanAyHaBCKUTe rpajoBe,
roAvLWHUTE OTYETU Ha PyceHckaTa TbproBCKO-UHAYC-
TpunanHa kamapa (PTUK), B UninTO paloH Ha AenCTBuA
e usanoto bbnarapcko noagyHasue, CTaTUCTUYECKU ro-
OVWHWUM Ha BbnrapckoTo LapcTBo v Ap.
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II1. Political-economic conditions

In the first decades after the liberation,
the importance of the Danube as a foreign
trade destination for Bulgaria decreases.
This is due to the changes that occur in the
orientation of the country’s international
trade. For a long period of time after the
Liberation, the largest part of the Bulgar-
ian export is realized on the Turkish mar-
ket. And this applies not only to the value
of exports but also to the range of the ex-
ported goods - grain foods, animals and
poultry, heavy woollen and coarse wool-
len cloth, braided wool cords, etc. In the
late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
tury there is a trend to increase the export
to Belgium, which has the greatest con-
tribution for laying the foundations of the
Bulgarian industry and becomes the main
market of Bulgarian grain. The Bulgarian
export of agricultural products to Greece,
Italy and France also increases.

Changes occur in the orientation of im-
ports as well. For many years, the Danube
monarchy, Austro-Hungary, accounted for
more than a quarter of its value. But in the
early twentieth century the imports from
Austria-Hungary tended to decrease at the
expense of increased imports from Ger-
many, France and Turkey (Commercial...,
1911, p. 368).

Immediately after World War I, the trade
exchange with the U.S. and Italy in-
creased. Bulgaria’s trade partner number
one for 1919 was the U.S. and from 1919
to 1921 it was Italy. Afterwards, Germany
gradually occupied a leading position in
the foreign trade and retained it till the
end of World War II. (Karakasheva, L., L.
Mencheva, D. Dinkov et al., 2001, p. 56).

The orientation of the country’s foreign
trade relations required a connection with
the European railway network, the estab-
lishment of a “"Bulgarian commercial ship-
ping company” in Varna in 1893 (SG ...,
1893), the construction and modernization
mainly of the Black Sea ports of Varna and
Burgas. (Report ..., 1912, pp. 612-613,
712). Thus the Danube waterway was re-
placed as a major destination by the Black
Sea and the Sofia-Tsaribrod railway line.

II. NoONNTUKO-MKOHOMUNYECKMU npeano-
CTaBKM

B nbpBUTE CNesocBoboXAeHCKN AdeceTune-
TUS 3HAYEeHWETO Ha [lyHaBa KaTO BbHLUHO-
TbproBcKka AeCTMHaums 3a bbarapus Hama-
nsBa. ToBa ce Ab/IKM Ha NPOMEHUTE, KOUTO
Ce M3BbPLIBAT B OpMEeHTauuMsaTa Ha Mexay-
HapoAHWA CTOKOOH6MeH Ha cTpaHaTta. B ab-
nbr nepuos ot BpeMe cnen Ocsoboxae-
HMETO Hal-ronsiMata 4yacrt oT 6bsrapckus
W3HOC Ce peanusnpa Ha Typckus nasap. U
TOBa Ce OTHACs He caMO A0 CTOMHOCTTA Ha
M3HOCA, HO M A0 CaMUA BUA Ha U3HACAHUTE
CTOKW - 3bPHEHU XPaHW, XXUBOTHM U NTULMK,
abwu, waeuun, rantaHu un np. B kpasa Ha XIX
N Ha4yanoTo Ha XX B. ce 3abensa3Ba TeHAEeH-
LuMs 3a 3acusiBaHe Ha M3HOoca KbM benrus,
KOSITO MMa Hal-ronsiMa 3aciayra B nonara-
He OCHOBMTEe Ha Hbnrapckata MHAYCTPUS U
KOSITO CTaBa rfaBeH nasap Ha 6bnrapckure
3bpHEHWN XpaHW. YBenun4yaBa ce n 6bnarap-
CKMAT M3HOC Ha CEeJICKOCTOMAHCKM Mpou3-
BeAeHus KbM Mepumnsd, Utanus n GpaHuus.

HactbnBaT NpoOMEHN U B OpUeHTaumsaTa Ha
BHoca. Obnruv rognHu noseye ot 1/4 ot
CTOMHOCTTa My ce naga Ha [lyHaBckaTa Mo-
Hapxusa - ABCTpo-YHrapusa. Ho B Hauano-
TO Ha XX B. ce 3abensizBa TEHAEHUMS KbM
HaMmansiBaHe Ha BHOcCa OT ABCTpPO-YHrapus
3a CMeTKa Ha 3acunBaHe Ha BHoca oT [ep-
MaHua, OpaHuma u Typumsa (TbproBCcKwu...,
1911, c. 368).

HenocpeacreseHo cnen lNbpBaTa CBETOBHA
BOWMHa ce 3acuiBa CTOKoobMeHbT cbec CALL
n Utanmna. CALL ca nbpBU TbproBCckM napT-
HbOp Ha Bbnrapua npes 1919 r, a Utanu4
- npe3 1919-1921 r. Cnep ToBa NocTenex-
HO epMaHunsa 3aema BOAELWO MSCTO B CTO-
KoobMeHa A0 Kpas Ha BTopata cBeToBHa
BoMHa. (Kapakawesa, J1., MeHueBa, /1.,
OnHkos, . n ap., 2001, c.56).

OpueHTauusTa Ha BbHLWHOTbLProBCKUTE
BPb3KW Ha CTpaHaTa Hajnara CBbp3BaHeTo
M C eBponerickaTta >Xn Mpexa; Cb3JaBaHe-
TO Ha ,BbnrapckoTo TbproBCKO NapaxogHo
Apy>xecTteo" BbB BapHa npe3 1893r. (4B...,
1893); marpaxgaHeTo U MoAEepHM3MpaHe-
TO MpeuMMyLLecTBEHO Ha YepHOMOpCKUTE
npucrtaHuwa BapHa n byprac. (doknag...,
1912, c. 612-613, 712). Taka QyHaBcKkusaT
BOAEH MbT € U3MEeCTeH KaTo OCHOBHa Jec-
TUHaUMA OT YepHOMOPCKUS U OT XN JINHUS-
Ta Codusa-LUapubpoga.)
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III1. Post-war crisis

Bulgaria’s participation in three consecu-
tive wars - First and Second Balkan Wars
and World War I, which lasted almost
without interruption from 1912 to 1918,
had a negative impact on the overall so-
cio-economic development of the country.
The Danube region experienced a serious
disturbance in the summer of 1913 during
the Second Balkan War due to the Roma-
nian occupation of large parts of northern
Bulgaria. Up to the wars, there are 8 towns
located on the Bulgarian bank of the river
Danube - Vidin, Lom, Oryahovo, Nikopol,
Svishtov, Ruse, Tutrakan and Silistra. After
the Second Balkan War they are reduced
to 6 as Silistra and Tutrakan are annexed
by Romania according to the Bucharest
Peace Treaty of July 28, 1913. This situa-
tion was reconfirmed in 1919 by the Neuil-
ly dictatorial treaty imposed on Bulgaria.

In the autumn of 1921, the Directorate of
the Bulgarian Commercial Shipping Com-
pany in Varna turned to the RCCI with a
proposal to create a Bulgarian-Czechoslo-
vak shipping company in cooperation with
the governments of both countries for
the transportation of goods from Central
Europe to the Near and Middle East. The
Council of Ministers undertook to solve the
issue with a decree of 25 November of the
same year that demanded its detailed con-
sideration by a committee including: the
Chief Secretary of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Employment, the
Deputy Director of Railways and Ports, the
Head of the Budget and Control depart-
ment of the Ministry of Finance, the law-
yer for the Department of Economic Care
and Public Precaution, the engineering in-
spector of the Danube sector, representa-
tives of the Bulgarian commercial shipping
company in Varna and representatives of
RCCI.

The Commission selected a subcommittee
that came up with a detailed report on a
framework agreement between Bulgaria
and Czechoslovakia in the formation of a
joint shipping company. It envisaged that
the Bulgarian state would provide 50%
of the partnership capital, Czechoslova-
kia would participate with 40% and 10%

III. CheaBoeHHa Kpusa

Yyactneto Ha bbnrapusa B Tpu nocnenosa-
TenHu BOVHKM - [MbpBaTa u BtopaTta 6an-
KaHCKa BOMHU U [MbpBaTa CBETOBHa BOWHA
noyTtn 6e3 npekbcBaHe oT 1912 go 1918 r,,
Cce oTpa3siBa TBbpAE HEraTUBHO BbpXY US-
NIOCTHOTO COUMANIHO-MKOHOMMYECKO pas-
BUTUE Ha cTpaHaTta. Cepmno3HO CbTpeceHumne
npexwmsssa MNogyHaBMETO npes3 JIATOTO Ha
1913 r. no Bpeme Ha BTtopaTta 6ankaHcka
BOMHA cfeacTBME pyMbHCKaTa oKynauus
Ha rosneMmn 4yactn ot CeBepHa Bbnarapus.
[o BonHUTe Ha 6barapckus AyHaBCKu 6psr
ca pasnonoxeHu 8 rpaga - BuauH, Jlom,
OpsxoBo, Hukonon, Ceuwos, Pyce, TyTpa-
kaH n Cunuctpa. Cnen BropaTta 6ankaHcka
BOMHa Te ocTaBaT 6, Tbi KaTo Cuancrtpa u
TyTpakaH no byKypelwKnsa MMpeH 40orosop
oT 28 tonn 1913 r. ca aHeKcupaHu oT Py-
MbHUA. TOBa MOJIOXEHME Ce 3aTBbpXAaBa
npe3 1919 r. ot HbolckmMa AMKTaT Hano-
XeH Ha Bbvnrapus.

lMpe3 eceHTa Ha 1921 r. AupekuymaTta Ha
BbrapckoTo TbProBCKO MNapaxoAHo Apy-
XecTBO BbB BapHa nosgura npeg PTUK
BbMNpoCa 3a Cb3faBaHe Ha eaHo bbarapo-
YeX0C/I0BALIKO NapaxoAHO APYXECTBO CbC
CbAENCTBMETO Ha NpaBuTesicTBaTa Ha ABe-
Te CTpaHu, KOETO Aa NoeMe CTOKOBUSA Tpa-
¢duk ot LeHTpanHa EBpona kbM Bnunskus
n CpegHus M3Tok. C pellaBaHeTo Ha TO3M
BbMNpoC ce 3aeMa MUHUCTEPCKUAT CbBET,
KOWTO C MNocCTaHoBAeHune oT 25 HoemBpu
C.r. Bb3nara AeTaWHOTO My pasrfiexja-
He OT KOMUCMKSA B CbCTaB: MaBHUA cekpe-
Tap Ha MUWHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha TbproBuATa,
npoMuLIeHoCTTa U Tpyda, noaampekTopa
Ha BXX u npuctaHuwaTa, HayasaHMWKa Ha
6100)KETHO-KOHTPOJIHOTO OTAE/IEHMEe Npwn
MWHNCTEPCTBOTO Ha (UHaAHCUTE, topucTa
npu OupekuusaTra 3a CTOMAHCKU FPUXU U
oblwectBeHa nNpeaBUANUBOCT, WHXeEHep-
MHcnekTopa Ha [lyHaBCKUSA ceKTop, npea-
cTaBuTenM Ha bBbarapckoto TbproBCcKo
rnapaxoaHo Apy>ecTBo - BapHa n npeacra-
BuTenun Ha PTUK.

Komucmsata wsbupa noAKOMUCKS, KOATO
n3nm3a c noapobeH Aoknah 3a paMKOBO
criopasyMeHune mexay bbnrapusa n Yexo-
cnosakmsa npu obpasyBaHETO Ha CMECEHO
KopabonnasaTenHo ApyXecTBo. B Hero ce
npeasmxaa 50% OT APYXECTBEHUSA Kanu-
Tan pa 6bae Ha 6bnarapckata AbpXxasa,
40% - Ha 4yexocrnoawkaTta n 10% pa ce
noeMaTt OT YacCTHMA KanuTan ; AupeKums-
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would be contributed by private capital;
the head office of the company would be
in Ruse and the ships to be bought would
sail under Bulgarian flag, the ports in Ruse
and Varna would be equipped with all nec-
essary technical equipment to enable the
effective functioning of the Prague - Brati-
slava - Ruse - Varna - Istanbul transit line.

But gradually the government lost inter-
est in this matter, because it doubted the
effectiveness of such an enterprise. Mean-
while a Czechoslovak shipping company
started regular transport services along
the Danube, which included the Bulgar-
ian ports, too (RCCI, 1923, pp. 69-76;
RCCI, 1925, pp. 9). So this excellent idea
to create a shipping company with Bul-
garian participation and to transit Central
European freight flows to the East along
the Bulgarian section of the Danube was
not achieved and only the good intentions
remained. In vain were also the unoffi-
cial diplomatic efforts of the newly estab-
lished Polish state, whose target were the
Mediterranean markets, to intervene be-
fore the Romanian government to build a
bridge over the Danube between Romania
and Bulgaria (Morfov, 1928, p. 478; Saz-
dov, Pentchev, 2006, p. 82).

The report of the Chief Secretary of RCCI,
Vasil Baharov, given at the regular annual
session of the Chamber in 1923 concluded
that over the previous year 1922, a trend
of increased import-export trade through
the largest Danube port - Ruse, had al-
ready been clearly outlined. Although the
import and export flow was not greater in
volume than that of 1911, its value had
increased several dozen times with a ten-
dency to reach half a billion levs annually.
Baharov’s analysis showed that Ruse had
established itself as the main import point
for the country in the postwar times for
the economy’s essential raw materials and
chemicals from Romania, such as resins
and oil, rock salt and constructional tim-
ber. But the same could not be said about
the export. As of 1922 it continued to be in
volume only one quarter of that in 1911 -
14 million kg against 52 million kg for the
last prewar year (TA - Ruse, f. 59 1. 1 a.u.
16 p. 10).

Ta Ha ApyxecTtBoTo aa 6vae B Pyce u Kko-
pabuTte, KOMTO We 3aKynu aa niaasaT noa
6bnrapcku cdnar; npucrtaHmwarta B Pyce u
BapHa ga 6baaTt obopyaBaHu C BCUYKKN He-
06X04MMUN TEXHNYECKN CbOPbXEHMS, 3a Aa
MoXe ga dyHKUMOHMpa edeKTUBHO TpaH-
3uTHaTa nuHug lMpara - bpatucnaea - Pyce
- BapHa - Uapwurpaga.

Ho nocTteneHHO npaBUTENCTBOTO 3ary6-
Ba MWHTEpec KbM TO3M BbLMPOC, nopaau
CbMHEHNE B edeKTMBHOCTTa Ha nofobHo
npeanpuartue. A MexayBpeMeHHO Yexo-
CNOBALLKO NapaxoAHOo APY>XEeCTBO 3arno4sa
[a U3BbpLUBa pefoBHU pencose no yHas,
KouTo obcnyxeaT u 6bNrapckuTe npucTa-
Huwa (PTUK, 1923, c. 69-76; PTUK, 1925,
c. 9). Taka, Tasm gobpa maes, 3a cb3ga-
BaHe Ha KopabonsaBaTenHa KOMMaHUA C
6bArapcko ydactme M TpaH3UTMpaHe Ha
CpefHOEBPOMNMeNCcKNa CTOKOB MOTOK rMpe3
bbnrapckoto nogyHasme Ha WN3TOK, He ce
0OCblLUeCcTBsABa M OCTaBaTt caMo fobpuTte Ha-
MepeHus. Hanpa3Hu ca u HeoduuManHuUTe
AunsioMaTU4yeckn OonmuTu Ha HOBOCb3Aaje-
HaTa Moficka AbpXxaBa Aa AOCTUrHe rnasa-
pute Ha Cpean3eMHOMOPUETO KaTo UHTep-
BEHMpa npea PYMbHCKOTO MpaBUTENCTBO
3a u3rpaxxgaHe Ha MOCT Ha [lyHaBa Mexay
PyMmbHusa n bbnarapusa (Mopdos, 1928, c.
478; Caspgos, NMeHues, 2006, c. 82).

B noknapa Ha rnaBHusa cekpetap Ha PTUK
Bacun baxapos, n3HeceH B peaoBHaTa ro-
AUWHa cecusa Ha KamapaTta npe3 1923r. ce
KOHCTaTupa, 4Ye npes3 maMumHanata 1922r.
Cce oyepTaBa Beye dCHa TeHAEHLMSA KbM
yBenmyaBaHe Ha BHOCHO-W3HOCHaTa Tbp-
roBusi Npes Hakl-roissMoTo AyHaBCKO Npuc-
TaHuwe - Pyce. Bbnpekn ye BHOCHO-U3-
HOCHMSA MNOTOK nMo obemM He e Mo-ronsiM B
cpaBHeHMe c 1911 r., CTOMHOCTTA My e
yBefIMyeHa HSKOJIKO AeCeTKU MbTU C TeH-
OeHUuns pa gocturHe 1/2 mnpa. ne. roguiu-
HO. AHanu3bT Ha baxapoB nokasBa, u4e
Pyce ce yTBbpXaaBa KaTo rfiaBeH BHOCU-
Tesn 3a CTpaHaTa B C/lieiBOEHHUTE YC/I0BUSA
Ha MHOIO BaXHW 3a HEMWHOTO CTOMAHCTBO
CYPOBMHU N XUMUYECKU MPOAYKTU OT Py-
MBHUSA KaTO CMOJIN U NETPOJS1, KaMEHHA CON
W AbpBeH cTpouTesieH Matepuan. Ho He
MOXe [la Ce KaXke CbLOTO 3a M3Hoca. KbM
1922 r. Ton npogbnkaBa ga 6baoe KaTo
obem eaBa 1/4 ot obema npe3 1911 r. - 14
MJIH. KI cpewy 52 MAH. Kr OoT nocnegHaTta
npeasoeHHa roauHa (TA - Pyce, ¢d. 59, on.
1, a.e. 16, n. 10).
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The postwar crisis had a serious impact
on the economic state of Vidin. Isolated
in the western corner of the Danube re-
gion and lacking convenient road links, the
city marked a significant decline business-
wise. Still, by 1923, the exports of grain
from the port of Vidin increased and it
ranked second after the port of Lom re-
garding the export of agricultural produce
from the Bulgarian Danube ports (Popov,
1927, p. 76). A vital prerequisite for the
revival of the economic life in Vidin and re-
taining its position as an important export-
import point on the Danube was a radical
improvement of its communications with
the rest of the country. In this respect, it
was of crucial importance that on 1 July
1923 King Boris III officially opened for
service the Brusartsi-Alexandrovo railroad
line, which finally provided a connection
for this Danubian town with the national
railway network (Stanishev, 1948, p. 106).

In the context of a postwar crisis the eco-
nomic life in the town of Lom, located near
Vidin, was more dynamic. Although the
trade along the Danube was significantly
reduced, the port of Lom retained its role
as the largest export point for agricultural
products. The community in the town of
Lom, engaged with the economic problems
of the city, was looking for their successful
future solution. They hoped that the Rhein
- Main - Danube canal, whose construction
started in 1920 and was expected to pro-
vide an annual transportation of 10 million
tons of goods, would contribute to raising
the commercial significance of their city.
The local business insisted on restoring
the District of Lom, which existed until the
early twentieth century as administrative
unit, and linked the city with the Roma-
nian railways through the Lom-Bayleshti
railway line (Popov, 1927, pp. 7, 67, 76).

In the years of postwar-crisis, the small
towns along the Danube, Oryahovo and
Nikopol, remained relatively cut off from
the communication system of the remain-
ing part of the country. Indeed, after the
wars the construction began of the 53 km
long Oryahovo-Slatina narrow gauge rail-
way, but it went slowly and lasted a whole
decade. The quantity of exported grain
from the port in Oryahovo was reduced

CnepBoeHHaTa Kpu3a ce OTpassiBa Tex-
KO Ha CTOMaHCKOTO CbCTOSIHME Ha BuauH.
M3onmnpaH B 3anagHuMs brba Ha llogyHa-
BMETO, NMLWEH OT YyA06HM MbTHU BPb3KKN B
TbpProBCKO OTHOWeEHWe rpaabT oTbensssa
3HauuTeneH cnag. Bce nak, go 1923 r,,
ekcrnopTta Ha 3bpHEHM XpaHW Npe3 BuU-
OVHCKOTO MpUCTaHULe ce yBenuMyaBa WU
TO 3aeMa BTOpPO MSACTO cfef JIOMCKOTO Mo
eKcrnopT Ha 3eMegencka npoaykums ot
6bnrapckute gyHaBcku npuctaHuwa (Mo-
nos, 1927, c.76). Hanexalua npegnocras-
Ka 3a CbXWBSIBaHE Ha CTOMAHCKMUS XWUBOT
BbB BnamH M 3anasBaHeToO Ha no3uumute
MYy Ha BaXXeH eKCMOPTHO-UMMOPTEH MYHKT
Ha [lyHaB e pewmnTenHoTo nogobpssaHe Ha
KOMYHMKauMuTe My C ocTaHanarta 4acT Ha
cTpaHaTta. OT Ta3u rnegHa To4yka, U3KIo-
UMTENIHO BaXHO 3HAa4yeHMe uMa OTKpuTa-
Ta TbpXeCTBEHO B eKcrnjoaTtauus oT uap
Bopuc III Ha 1 tonu 1923 r. XN NMHUSA
Bbpycapun - AnekcaHaposo - BuawnH, kos-
TO Han-nocfne ocblecTBsABa Bpb3KaTa Ha
KpanayHaBCKMSA rpaj C HauMOHanHaTa Xn
mpexa (CtaHuwes, 1948, c. 106).

B ycnosusaTa Ha cnefBOeHHaTa Kpusa CTo-
MaHCKUAT XXMUBOT B CbCceaHUA Ha BnanH Jlom
e No-AnHaMmyeH. Makap u npu 3HauuTen-
HO HaMmaJsieH CTokoobmeH no [lyHaBa, 10M-
CKOTO MpUCTaHMLLE 3ana3Ba No3numnuTe cu
Ha Hal-roasaM U3HOCEH MYHKT Ha 3eMeaen-
cKa npoaykums. JlomckaTa obuiecTtBeHOCT
aHra)xmpaHa CbC CTOMNaHCKUTe npobremu
Ha rpaza TbPCU Bb3MOXHOCTU 3a TAXHOTO
nepcnekTUBHO pellaBaHe. Ta ce HaasBa,
ye 3ano4YyHanus CTpoeXx Ha KaHana PeliH
- ManH - [yHaB npe3 1920 r., KOUTO LWe
ocurypsiea rogumuweH npeso3 Ha 10 MAH.
TOHa CTOKM, LWe AOMpUHece 3a usguraHe
TbProBCKOTO 3HAYE€HME Ha HenHus rpaag.
JloMCcKnTe CTOoMmaHCKM genum HacTosBaT 3a
Bb3CTAaHOBSIBAHETO HA 3aKpUTUS B Hayano-
TO Ha XX B. JIOMCKM OKpPBbIr U CBbP3BAHETO
Ha rpaja C pyMbHCKUTE XXeNnesHuuu 4pes
XM nuHuA Jlom - bannewwm (Monos, 1927.,
c.7,67,76).

B roavHuTe Ha crneaBOeHHaTa Kpu3a man-
KnTe KpanagyHaBCKuM rpagoBe OpsXOBO U
Hukonon npoawv/xaeaT Aa 6baaT OTHOCU-
TeNIHO OTKbCHAaTUM OT KOMYHMKaLUUTE Ha
OoCTaHanuTe 4yacTu Ha cTpaHaTta. HancTtuHa
cnej BOMHWTE 3amnoyBa M3rpaxaaHeTo Ha
53 kunomeTpoBa TECHOMIMHENHA XM JIMHUS
OpsxoBo - Bsana CnatuHa, HO CTPOEXbT
BbpPBM MYAHO M Ce MpoToYBa LSO Aece-
Tunetve. HamansiBa M3HOCHMUS MOTOK Ha
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(Exposition on the state of Vratsa ...,
1925, p. 10, 1927, pp. 61-62; RCCI, 1925,
pp. 83-84). Nikopol fell into an even worse
situation. The port in the village of Somo-
vit categorically took over from Nikopol
the export of grain produced in the central
part of North Bulgaria (Brief exposition...,
1921, pp. 7 et seq; Exposition on the state
of Pleven ..., 1922, pp. 8 et seq ; RCCI,
1925, p. 83).

After the wars Svishtov lost its role as pri-
mary Danubian port. Imports through it
varied between 10 thousand and 30 thou-
sand tons annually, which was significantly
less than the pre-war period. As a result,
a process of withdrawal from trade and
orientation towards handicraft production
was observed among the active population
of Svishtov in the post-war conditions. The
port of Svishtov urgently needed the com-
pletion of the quay wall and the implemen-
tation of numerous additional construction
projects (Exposition on the state of ...
Tarnovo, 1923, p. 214, 1924, pp. 28-29,
Simeonov, Sofia, 1947, p. 26).

Given the dire economic situation of the
Danube cities after the war, RCCI did eve-
rything possible for a more rapid post-war
restoration. The activities of the local trad-
ing companies in Ruse, Vidin, Svishtov and
Oryahovo were revived. A joint Association
of craftsmen and merchants was formed in
Lom. The Chamber organized temporary
commodity exchanges in the towns along
the Danube. Unfortunately, the measures
taken by RCCI to mitigate the post-war
crisis in them had little effect because of
the overall difficult economic situation in
the country (RCCI, 1921, pp. 28 et seq;
RCCI, 1922, pp. 19 et seq; RCCI, 1923,
pp. 38 et seq).

IV. Recovery and revival

The evident economic stabilization of the
country from the mid-1920s led to posi-
tive change in the economic environment
of the Danube region. The functions of
Ruse as the largest import center on the
river were preserved. The statistical data
shows that for the period 1925-1928, im-
ports and exports through it, despite some
fluctuations, tended to increase.

3bpHEHUN XpaHu MNpe3 OpAXOBCKOTO Mpuc-
TaHunwe (M3noxeHne 3a CbCTOSIHMETO Ha
BpauaHcku..., 1925, c. 10; 1927, c. 61-62;
PTUK, 1925, c. 83-84). Hukomnon unanaga
B OLLEe MO-TeXKO nosioxeHue. lNpucrtaHu-
weto Ha ¢. COMOBUT peLlinTenHO N3MecTBa
HWMKOMOJICKOTO OT eKcnopTa Ha 3bpHEHMU
XpaHW OT ueHTpanHaTta 4acTt Ha CeBepHa
Bvnrapusa (KpaTtko usnoxenwue..., 1921,
Cc. 7 v cn.; N3noxeHne 3a CbCTOAHMETO
Ha lMneBeHckwn...,, 1922, c. 8 n cn.; PTUK,
1925, c. 83).

Cnepn BoMHuTe CBMLWOB rybu ponaTta cum
Ha NMbPBOCTEMNEHHO AYHAaBCKO MpPUCTaHU-
we. BHOCLT npe3 Hero ce ABWXK Mexay
10 xmn. n 30 xun. ToHa roguMwHoO, KOETo
€ 3Ha4YUTEesIHO MNOo-Manko OT NMpeABOEHHUS
nepwoa. B pesyntat Ha ToBa B C/lie4BOEH-
HUTE YCNOBMSA Cpel aKTUBHOTO CBMLLOB-
CKO HaceneHwe ce HabntogaBa npouec Ha
OT/INB OT TbproBMSATa M OpUEHTaUUS KbM
3aHAATYMNCKOTO MpPon3BOACTBO. CBMLLOB-
CKOTO MPUCTaHULLE HANOXUTENHO Ce HYyX-
Jae OT Aousrpa)kaaHe Ha KeroBaTa CTeHa
N OT MHOXECTBO AOMb/IHUTENHN CTpOUTEN-
HU paboTun (MN3n0xeHne 3a CbCTOSTHNETO Ha
TbpHOBCKMSA..., 1923, c. 214; 1924, c. 28-
29; CumeoHoB, C., 1947, c. 26).

OTuMTalKn TEXKOTO CTOMAHCKO MnoJoXe-
HMe Ha KpangyHaBCKUTe rpanoBe crnep
BOMHUTe PTUK npaBu Bb3MOXHOTO 3a MNo-
6bp30TO UM CNefBOEHHO Bb3CTAaHOBSBA-
He. B Pyce, BuaunH, Opsaxoso u CBULLOB
Ce Bb3CTaHOBsIBa AeMHOCTTa Ha MeCTHuUTe
TbProBCKM ApyxecTBa. B Jlom ce obpa3yBa
06Wwo TbproBCKO-3aHAATYMNCKO CApPYyXe-
Hue. B kpanayHaBckuTe rpagose Kamapa-
Ta OpraHmsvpa BpPeMeHHM CTOKOBM 6opcu.
Ho 3a cbXxaneHue, npeanpueTute Mepku
oT PTUK 3a cMek4yaBaHe Ha creABOeHHaTa
Kpu3a B TSX, HAMAT ronsam edekT 1 nopagu
06LOTO TEXKO MKOHOMUYECKO CbCTOSIHUE
Ha abpxaeaTta (PTUK, 1921, c. 28 n cn.;
PTWUK, 1922, c. 19 n cn.; PTUK, 1923, c.
38 ncn.).

IV. OxxuBneHune n nogem

BunanmaTta nkoHoMmuueckaTa ctabunnmsauymsa
Ha CTpaHaTa OT BTopaTa nojoBMHa Ha 20-
Te rognHn Ha XX B. BOAM A0 MO3UTUBHA
MpoOMsiHa B CTOMaHCKaTa KOHKOHKTypa Ha
MoayHaBmneTto. ®yHKUMMUTE Ha Pyce kaTo
Han-ronssiM MMNOpPTEH UEHTbP Ha [yHa-
Ba ce 3anassaTt. CTaTUCTUYECKUTE AaHHU
rnokaseaT, 4e 3a nepumoga 1925-1928r.
BHOCBT M M3HOCHLT Npe3 Hero, BbNpekn ns-
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In 1928, the volume of imports through
Ruse, in terms of quantity, reached nearly
one third of the total quantitative volume
of imports into the country. The collected
customs duties here, however, related as
percentage to the total tax revenues for
1927-1929, were just a little more than
10% of the total customs revenue in the
state budget for those years. The first
place for exports on the Danube during
this period was retained by the port of
Lom (See Tables 1, 2 and 3).

The largest importers of oil and oil deriva-
tives among the companies in Ruse in the
late 1920s were: “Nafta” Partnership Com-
pany and the Belgian oil trade company
“Bulgarian shell.” Salt was imported main-

BECTHM KonebaHus, b6enexaT TeHAeHUUS
KbM YBEJIMYEHMUE.

Mpe3s 1928 r. konuyectBeHuss ob6eM Ha
BHOca npe3 Pyce goctura 6s1m3o0 1/3 ot 06-
WmMs KonmyecteeH obem Ha BHOCa B CTpa-
HaTa. IHKkacupaHuTe MnTHU4Yeckn cbopose
Tyk, o6aue, CbOTHECEHM KbM 0bWMTE MUT-
HU4YecKkn npuxoau 3a 1927-1929 r., B npo-
LEeHTHO M3paxeHwne, HaaxXBbpAsaT C Manko
nosoye ot 10% obwmMTE MUTHUYECKN MNO-
CTbNNEeHNS B AbpXXaBHMSA BtoaXxeT 3a Te3n
roagMHu. A MSICTOTO Ha MbpPBM €KCNOPTbLOp
no [yHaBa npe3 TO3M Nepuoj npoabsxa-
Ba [a 3aeMa JIOMCKOTO npucTaHule (BX.
Tabn. 1, 2 n 3).

Han-ronemm pyceHckun hupmMu BHOCUTENMU
OT BTOpaTa nosioBuHa Ha 20-Te roauHM Ha
neTpon v NMeTponHU AepuBaTu ca: [pyxe-

Table 1. Import and export through the Ruse customs in relation

to total imports and exports for 1925-1928

Ta6numua 1. BHoc 1 n3Hoc npe3 PyceHckaTa MUTHULA CMPSIMO
o6wmsa BHOC M M3HOC Ha CTpaHaTa 3a 1925-1928 r.

IMPORT - BHOC

Year For the whole country | Through the Ruse cus- Through Ruse out of the
foanHun (in thousand kg) toms alone total country’s imports (%)
3a usinata cTpaHa (in thousand kg) Mpe3 Pyce oT 06wusa BHOC
(B xun. kr) CaMo npes pyceHckaTa Ha cTpaHarta (B %)
MUTHULA (B XW. Kr)
1925 431 156 84 342 19,56
1926 341 254 74 866 21,95
1927 306 756 77 810 25,35
1928 354 988 103 406 29,13
EXPORT - N3HOC
Year For the whole country | Through the Ruse cus- Through Ruse out of the
foanHn (in thousand kg) toms alone total country’s imports (%)
3a usnara cTpaHa (in thousand kg) MNMpe3 Pyce ot 06wusa BHOC
(B xunn. Kr) CaMo npes pyceHcKaTa Ha cTpaHarta (B %)
MUTHUMLUA (B XWJ. KI)
1925 320 885 14 105 4,40
1926 398 862 39 725 10,00
1927 306 756 44 702 14,65
1928 368 192 48 814 9,60

Source: Exposition on the state of Ruse district, 1929, 1930, p. 68.

MU3TOUHMUK: VI3/10)KEHNE 3a CbCTOSHMETO Ha PyceHCKOTO okpbXxue 3a 1929 r., 1930, c. 68.
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Table 2. Import and export through the four major customs points in the country for
1924-1927, in volume and value

Tabnuua 2. BHOC M M3HOC Npe3 YeTUpuTe Han-roNeMm MMTHUYECKU MyHKTa Ha cTpaHaTta
3a 1924-1927 r. no o6eM 1 CTOMHOCT

IMPORT - BHOC

Year - loanHmn Year - loanHMn
I‘::: 1924 | 1925 1926 1927 1924 1925 1926 1927
tonnes - TOHa thousand levs - xunaau neBa
Burgas - byprac | 79713 | 98 946 | 86 745 | 54 743 | 1097245 | 1689989 | 1526462 | 1337784
Varna - BapHa 51536 | 50 763 | 30 864 | 31 248 | 1305316 | 1579346 | 1009384 | 1266359
Ruse - Pyce 82572 | 84 342 | 74867 77 811 | 664897 | 829912 652953| 742613
Sofia - Codus 35910| 39817 | 31084 | 27 487 | 1583789 | 2036026 | 2014367 | 1779332
EXPORT - U3HOC
Year - lrognHun Year - FloanHun
I‘I’J‘;": 1924 | 1925 | 1926 | 1927 | 1924 [ 1925 | 1926 | 1927
tonnes - ToHa thousand levs - xunagu neBa
Burgas - byprac | 70765 97538 | 112315( 113869 | 1531395 2252152 | 2246305 | 1952383
Varna - BapHa 148341 (112174 | 121529 115501 | 1044374 839804 | 805360| 953524
Ruse - Pyce 28936 | 14105| 39725| 44703| 242137| 263862 | 388373 436162
Sofia - Cocus 9826 | 11057| 15087 | 20563 | 541361 | 758412| 816669 1101756

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1927, 1928, p. 179.
N3TOoUuHMK: CTaTUCTUYECKN rOANLLHMK Ha BbarapckoTo uapcTeo 3a 1927 r., 1928, c. 179.

Table 3. Relative share of the value of imports and exports at some of the biggest cus-
toms points against the total value of imports and exports for 1927-1929 (in %)

Tabnuua 3. OTHOCUTENEH AN Ha CTOMHOCTTa Ha BHOCA M M3HOCA MNpe3 HAKOM OT Han-
rofneMmTe MUTHUYECKN MYHKTOBE CMpsiMO obliaTa CTOMHOCT Ha BHOCA M M3HOCA Ha

CTpaHaTa 3a 1927-1929 r (B %)

Town Import - BHoC Export - U3HOC

F'pan 1927 1928 1929 1927 1928 1929
Burgas - byprac 21,83 21,43 20,45 29,46 28,45 27,48
Varna - BapHa 20,66 19,03 16,46 14,39 13,96 10,01
Lom - Jlom 6,37 6,29 5,84 10,77 9,09 8,37
Ruse - Pyce 12,12 13,01 12,53 6,58 6,90 3,74
Sofia - Codus 29,03 30,66 30,89 16,63 13,40 8,02

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Bulgarian Kingdom for 1932, 1933, pp. 202-203.
N3TOoUuHMK: CTaTUCTUYECKM MOANLLHUK Ha BbarapckoTo uapcTeo 3a 1932 r.,1933, 202-203.

ly by the firms of Veshkovi Brothers and
Nazarov, Azriel and L. B. Aaron, and Hristo
Vlaev. Imports of timber in large quantities
were carried out by Solomon Alkalay, “Car-
pathians” Partnership Company, Vartanyan
and others, Nathan and Iskovich. Ruse was
the first in the country as an importer and
wholesale point of small hardware, mainly
Czech and Austrian (TA-Ruse, f. 8K, |. 1 a.
u. 22, pp. 3, 9).

And just when the opportune moment
for Ruse had come to intensify as much
as possible the country’s relations with
the business of Central Europe, the local

ctBo “Hadrta” n Benrninckoto neTposiHO
TbProBCKO ApyXecTBo “Bbnrapcku wen”.
Con ce BHacs rnaBHO oT dmpMuTe Ha bpa-
T BewkoBn n Hasbpos, Aspuen u J1. b.
ApoH, Xpucto Bnaes. BHOC Ha AbpBeH Ma-
Tepuan B roneMm Konm4yectsa ce U3BbpLUBa
ot ConomoH Ankanain, Apyxecteo “Kapna-
1", bpata BaptaHsaH, HataH n MckoBuu.
Pyce e Ha nbpBO MSACTO B CTpaHaTa KaTo
BHOCUTEN M NNIACMEHTEH NYHKT Ha eApo Ha
aApebHa Xenesapus, NpeauMMHO 4Yelwka u
aBcTpuncka (TA-Pyce, ¢&. 8K, on. 1, a.e.
22, n.3,9).

N TOo4yHO KOraTto HaspsBa 6naronpuUsaTHUAT
MOMEHT Pyce aa akTuBM3Mpa Bb3MOXHO B
Han-ronsiMa cTeneH Bpb3KUTE Ha CTpaHaTa
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entrepreneurial group showed hesitation
and ignored the interests of the town and
the region. As a result of prior negotia-
tions with Czechoslovak state authorities,
Varna’s CCI convened a conference in the
spring 1927 with representatives of other
chambers on the creation of free zones in
the most important import-export points
in the country. The opening of such are-
as first in Varna and Ruse was envisaged
(100 years ..., 1995, p. 73).

This issue was discussed in all its details at
a meeting of the RCCI Bureau of 7 July the
same year, presided over by the Cham-
ber’s chairman, Atanas Ts. Burov. Accord-
ing to the minutes of the Varna conference,
the question was treated in two aspects.
First, the creation of free zones in both cit-
ies was envisaged, and then the possible
creation of a Bulgarian Danube shipping
company that would transfer the Cen-
tral European stock flow to the Black Sea
along the Prague - Ruse - Varna route. The
Chairman of the Ruse Chamber did not ac-
cept this concept of the Varna conference
and reminded the Chamber Bureau of a
study made in 1921-1922 by Ruse officials
on the economic effects of creating a na-
tional Danube shipping company. Burov
claimed that this particular issue should
be resolved first, and only then might they
proceed with the opening of free zones. He
argued that otherwise only Varna and its
residents would reap benefits, abandoning
the nationwide economic interests.

Other views, however, were supported by
some members of the Chamber Bureau.
R. Tsankov believed that the creation of
the Danube shipping company should not
necessarily be associated with the opening
of such zones, and aired his concern about
the possible decline of the smaller ports on
the Danube and jeopardizing the interests
of wholesalers as a result of the free zone
activities. Ventseslav Tranka, however, ex-
pressed a favourable opinion towards the
free zones . Given the seriousness of the
matter, he insisted that the final decision
be taken at a general meeting of RCCI,
which would involve representatives of
other cities along the Danube.

A. Burov presentrd a summarizing analy-

C eBpONencKnsa CTONAHCKM LEeHTbpP, MecT-
HOTO NpeAnpueMayvyecko CbCNoBMe NposiBs-
Ba konebaHue n 3arbpbBa MHTepecuTe Ha
rpaga v pernmoHa. B pesyntaT Ha npejsa-
pUTEHN NPEroBOpU C YEXOC0BAaLLKU Obp-
>KaBHM opraHun, BapHeHckaTa TUK cBukBa
npes nponetra Ha 1927 r. KoHdepeHums C
NPeACTAaBUTENN Ha APYTUTE KaMapy No Bb-
npoca 3a Cb3[aBaHETO Ha CBO6OAHU 30HMU
B HaM-3Ha4YMMUTE WMMNOPTHO-EKCMOPTHU
NyHKTOBE Yy Hac. IMa ce npeaBua Ha Nbp-
BO MSICTO OTKPMBAHETO Ha TakMBa 30HWN BbB
BapHa n Pyce (100 roguHun..., 1995, c. 73).

BbB BCUUYKUTE CM AeTanaun To3m BbMNpoC ce
pa3srnexzaa Ha 3acefgaHue Ha 6lopoTo Ha
PTUK oT 7 tonu c.r., ppbKoOBOAEHO OT npea-
cepatenda Ha KamapaTta AtaHac L. bypos.
Cnopep npoTokosia Ha BapHeHCcKaTa KOH-
depeHUMa BBLMPOCHT Ce TpeTupa B ABa
acnekTta. Ha nbpBO MACTO ce npeasuxaia
Cb3faBaHeTo Ha cBo6oAHM 30HM B ABaTa
rpaga, a cnej ToBa eBeHTyaslHO Cb3aaBa-
HeTO Ha Bbarapcko AyHaBCKO napaxogHo
APYXeCTBO, KoeTo Aa noeme Tpaduvka Ha
CcpefHOEeBpONenCcKnsa CTOKOB MOTOK KbM
YepHO Mope no pgectuHauudata [lpara -
Pyce - BapHa. lNpeacepatenat Ha PyceH-
cKaTa KaMapa He npuema Tasm nocTtaHoBKa
Ha BapHeHckaTa KOHdepeHuMs U nNpunom-
HS Ha KamapHoTo 610po HanpaBeHuTe Npes
1921-1922 r. OT pyceHumM Npoy4YBaHMs 3a
WKOHOMMYECKNS edPeKT OT Cb3aBaHETO Ha
HauMoHanHa AyHaBcka KopabonnaesaTten-
Ha KoMnaHus. BypoB M3Ka3Ba MHeHWe, ye
MMEHHO TO3M BbMpocC Tpsibea Aa ce paspe-
UM Ha MbpBO MACTO, a creqj ToBa Aa ce
MPUCTLNN KbM OTKPMBAHETO Ha cBOHOAHM
30HU. B NnpoTnBEH cny4yan, To TBbpAKU, e
BapHeHUM LWe wu3BfekaT m3roga camo 3a
CBOS rpaj, 3arbpbBanku ob6LO0HALWOHAI-
HUTE CTOMAHCKW MHTEpecH.

OT HAKOW 4neHoBe Ha KamMapHoTo 6topo
obaue, ce 3acTbnBaT M NO-APYrM BMXKAA-
Huga. P. LlaHKOB cuuTa, Yye Cb3aaBaHEeTo Ha
[JyHaBCcKO kopabonsiaBaTesIHO ApPY>XXeCTBO
He TpsibBa HenpeMeHHO Aa ce CBbp3Ba C OT-
KpMBaHeTO Ha TakKMBa 30HW, HO HE CKpuBa
onaceHuMsaTa CU 3a Bb3MOXHMUSA ynaabK Ha
no-mMankuTe npucraHumwa no yHasa u 3a-
CTpallaBaHe Ha MHTepecuTe Ha TbproeuuTe
Ha eapo B pe3ynTaT Ha AeNCTBMETO Ha 30-
HuTe. MoNOXNTENHO OTHOLIEHWE KbM CBO-
6oaHMTE 30HK M3Ka3Ba BeHuecnas TpbHKa.
MpeaoBua Cepuo3HOCTTa Ha BbNpoca, Tou
HacTosiBa OKOHYaTEeNIHO pelleHne Mo Hero
Ja ce B3eMe Ha 06wo cbbpaHme Ha PTUK,
B KOETO [a y4acTBaT W MpeacTaBuUTENN Ha
OCTaHanmTe KpanayHaBCKW rpajoBse.
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sis of the current discussion. In his view,
the principal danger of creating free zones
was that they could have a restraining ef-
fect on the wholesale trade in Rousse and
Varna. So he suggested that a thorough
examination was made of all issues raised
concerning the creation of zones by as-
signing this to a committee of chambers
members and external experts; after some
time, on the basis of its reasonable find-
ings, the right decision had to be taken by
the RCIC. Burov’s proposal was adopted
(TA-Rousse, f. 8K, I. 1 a.u. 50, pp. 33-37)
and, as it often occurs in such cases, the
issue of free zones gradually moved away
from the focus of the business community
in Ruse. Thus, the corporate interests of
the local wholesale merchants were pre-
served but Ruse and Varna were deprived
of the chance to establish areas of interna-
tional trade of considerable importance for
the national economy.

Despite the decline in importance of the
port of Vidin after the wars, about a dozen
large commercial firms in the town were
still active, e.g. “Peter Hristov and Sons”
- wholesale grocery, “Ilija Tsvetkov & Co”
- hardware, grocery and grains, “Toma Lo-
zanov and Co” - constructional timber and
cement, “Josif M. Arne and Brother” - gro-
cery, glassware, aniline paints, gas, miner-
al oils, eggs, etc., "Assen Yonchev and Co”,
representatives of “James Tull and Harry
Black - Sofia” - grocery, manufacture and
leather, * N. Dinolov, S. Boichinov & Co”
dealerships of “"Astra” gas and “Shell” pet-
rol brand and others. (Comprehensive...,
1925, pp. 22, 30).

In the mid-1920s the port of Lom was
one of the most important import-export
points in the country. In 1926 one fifth of
the total imports and 1/17 of Bulgaria’s
exports passed through it. At that time
most agricultural machinery were import-
ed into the country via Lom. Particularly
active as exporters were three large com-
panies dealing with eggs, which purchased
20 million eggs for 10 million levs within
a single year - 1926. The largest of these
enterprises is that of “Robinson - Ander-
son,” which had a central office in Lom and
a network of agents in Vratsa, Vidin, Orya-
hovo, Belogradchik, Ferdinand (Montana),

O6o6waeall aHanM3 Ha pasrbpHanarta ce
anckycus npasu AT. bypos. Criopen Hero
Han-ronsMata oOMacHOCT OT Cb34aBaHe-
TO Ha cBo6OAHM 30HU Ce CbCTOM B TOBA,
ye Te MoraT Aa oKaxaT 3afbp)Xallo Bb3-
AenCcTBne BbpXy eapaTta Tbprosus Ha Pyce
n BapHa. 3aTtoBa TOM mpegnara ga ce Ha-
npasu 3aabn604EHO NpoyyYBaHe Ha BCUYKMU
MOBAMIHATM BBLMPOCU OKOJIO Cb34aBaHETO
Ha 30HMUTE, KaTo TO Ce Bb3MIOXKW Ha eaHa
KOMUCUSA OT KaMapHW 4YJIEHOBE N BbHLUHMU
eKcnepTu n cnep M3BecTtHo BpeMe, Ha ba-
3aTa Ha HeMHUTe 060CHOBaHM KOHCTaTaumMu
Ja ce B3eMe npasuiHO pelwleHue ot PTUK.
MpegnoxeHneto Ha bypos e npueto (TA-
Pyce, ¢. 8K, on. 1, a.e. 50, n. 33-37) u
KaKTO YecTo ce nosiydaBa B TakuBa criyvau,
BbMNPOCHLT 3@ CBOBOAHMTE 30HN NOCTEMNEHHO
Cnin3a OT MoNe3peHneTo Ha AenoBuTe cpe-
an B Pyce. Taka KOpnopaTUBHUTE MHTEpPECHU
Ha MeCTHUTE aHrpoCUCTK Ca 3arnaseHu, a
Pyce n BapHa ce nuwaBaT OT Cb34aBaHeTo
B TSX Ha MHOMO 3HAa4YMMM 3a HaLMOHANHOTO
CTONAHCTBO CpeaMLLUHN MYHKTOBE Ha MeX-
AyHapoaHWS TbproBCKM Oo6MeH.

Bbrnpekn HamMansanotro 3HavyeHWe Ha BU-
OVHCKOTO MpUCTaHuLLEe cnes BOMHUTE BbB
BuanH npoab/kaeaT Aa pa3BMBaT aKTUB-
Ha AEeNHOCT AeceTuHa no-eapwu TbproBCKMU
dunpmn kato “Metbp Xpucrtos n CuHose” -
KonoHwan Ha egpo, “Nnusa LiBetkos n Cune”
- XXefnie3apCkm CTOKM, KOJIOHMAN U 3bpHEHU
xpaHu, “Toma Jlo3aHoB u Cue” - abpBeH
cTpouTeneH maTepuan v ummenTr, “Mocnd
M. ApHe n bpaTt” - KonoHuan, cTbkKnapus,
aHunnHoBu 60u, ras, MMHepanHu Macna,
aiuapcteo 1 np.: “AceH MoHues u Cue”,
npeacTaBuUTeNcTBo Ha “[kenMc Tbn 1 Xapu
Bnak - Codusa” - konoHman, MmaHndakTypa
n obpabotenun koxwu, “H. AimHonos, C. boin-
unHoB n Cne”, NnpeacTtaBUTENCTBO Ha Map-
ka ra3 “Actpa” n Ha mMapka 6eH3uH “Len”
n ap. (O6w..., 1925, c. 22, 30).

B cpepata Ha 20-Te rogMHM JNOMCKOTO
npucTaHuuwe ce sBABa eAWH OT Hal-Ba-
XXHUTE MMMNOPTHO-EKCMOPTHM MYHKTOBE Ha
cTpaHaTa. lpe3 1926 r. npe3 Hero npeMu-
HaBa 1/5 oT obLWOTO KONMMYECTBO HA BHO-
ca B bbarapusa u 1/17 ot n3Hoca. o ToBa
BpeMe npe3 JIOM ce BHAcAT Hal-MHOro
CeNCcKOCTONaHCKM MawuHu y Hac. Ocobe-
HO aKTMBHa eKCrnopTHa AeNHOCT pa3BuBaTt
TpW rosiemMmm sii4apckm GupmMm, KOUTo camo
3a 1926 r. 3akynysaT 20 MaH. giua 3a 10
MNH. nB. Har-eapoTo OT Te3um npeanpu-
ATNA e ToBa Ha “PobuH30H - AHaepcoH”,
KOETO MMa 3a LeHTbp JIoM 1 Mpexa oT ar-
eHTK BbB Bpaua, BuanH, Opsaxoso, beno-
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Kula, Berkovitsa, etc. Six major grain trad-
ing agents operated in Lom, too - G. Nitov,
J. Sablev, St. Toshev, Agricultural union,
“Slavov and Co” and D. Tsvetkov (Popoy,
1927, pp. 221-222, 243).

The stabilization of the general economic
situation of the country was felt to a much
lesser extent in the small towns along
the Danube - Oryahovo and Nikopol. The
gradually increasing commercial traffic on
the Danube only slightly affected the trade
in both cities. Nonetheless, in Oryahovo
the number of wholesalers who still oper-
ated was more than a dozen: “At. Kara-
pashov & Co” - trading in constructional
timber and salt, “Tsankovs and Georgievs
Bros.” - wholesale and retail of lumber, salt
and hardware, “Krastyu and Peter Belya-
kov Bros.” - wholesale and retail of textiles
and haberdashery, “Ninov and Markov
Bros.” - trade in salt and timber. The busi-
ness revival of Nikopol was much weaker
(General ..., 1925, pp. 6, 205, 207, 640,
688, 1929, pp. 402, 788; Exposition on
the state of Vratsa ..., 1927, pp. 52 et
seq , Exposition on the state of Pleven ...,
1927, pp. 14, 36-37, 53-54, 1928, pp. 14,
32-33, 55-57).

The business life in Svishtov made slow
progress, too. After 1923, although insig-
nificant, increase in the commercial traf-
fic via the port of Svishtov was observed.
The unfinished construction of the jetty
and the storage sheds remained a prob-
lem. In the autumn of 1925, the Trading
company of Svishtov organized a general
public meeting, which made an appeal to
the government to convene a nationwide
business conference with representatives
of all economically active strata to identify
effective measures for the development of
home and foreign trade (Exposition on the
state of Tarnovo ..., 1924, 28-29; ... Sv-
ishtov, 1925).

V. Conclusion

The development of the import-export ca-
pabilities of the Bulgarian Danube region
between the two world wars was deter-
mined by a number of objective and sub-
jective factors, which had a positive or
negative impact on the overall economic
life of the country in these years.

rpagumk, @®epaviHanHg (MonTaHa), Kyna,
bepkosuua n ap. B Jlom pa3zsuBaT 4eNHOCT
N LLIECT rO/IEMU XUTAPCKN TbProBCKU Kbl
Ha . HutoB, XK. Cabnes, Ct. ToweB, 3eMe-
aenckusa cuHamkat, “CnasoB n Cne” n .
LiBetkoB (Monos, 1927, c. 221-222, 243).

Crabunmszauymsara Ha o6WOTO CTOMAHCKO
CbCTOSIHWE Ha CTpaHaTta MHOro no-cnabo
Cce 4YyBCTBa B MaJIkuTe KpalAyHaBCKU rpa-
nose OpsixoBo n Hukonon. MNMocTteneHHOTOo
yBenn4yaBaluaT ce TbproBCku Tpadumk no
JyHaBa cnabo ce oTpassiBa Ha TbproBus-
Ta B ABaTa rpaga. Bbnpeku ToBa B Ops-
XO0BO Mpoab/ixasaT Aa ce HabposBaTt no-
Beye OT JAeceTuHa TbproBUM-aHMPOCUCTU
kato “AT. Kapanawos n Cue” - Tbprosus
C ObpBeH CTpouTeneH maTepuan wu con,
“Bp. LaHkoBu 1 N'eoprneBun” - TbproeBms Ha
eapo n apebHo C abpBeH MaTepwasn, con
n xenesapus, “bp. Kpbctio u lNMeTbp be-
NSAKOB” - TbproBus C MaHudakTypa u ra-
naHTepus Ha eapo u apebHo, “bp. HnHoBwM
n MapkoB” - TbproBusl CbC COJ1 U AbPBEH
MaTepwuan. MHoro no-cnabo e TbproBCcKOTO
oxusnenne B Hukonon (O6w,..., 1925, c.
6, 205, 207, 640, 688; 1929, c. 402, 788;
N3noxeHne 3a CbCTOSSHMETO Ha BpauaH-
cKkuA..., 1927, c. 52 n cn.; N3noxeHne 3a
CbCTOSAHMETO Ha lNneBeHckw..., 1927, c. 14,
36-37, 53-54; 1928, c. 14, 32-33, 55-57).
baBeH Hanpeabk oTbenasBa M CTOMaH-
CKUAT xmBoT B CBuwos. Cnen 1923 r. ce
3abensasBa, Makap U He3Ha4YuTenHo, Hapa-
CTBaHe Ha TbproBckms TpaduK npes CBu-
LWOBCKOTO MNpucTaHuwe. Mpobnem obauye
OCTaBa AOCTPOSIBAHETO Ha MPUCTaAHULLHUS
Kel M nocTpolkaTa Ha CKNaAoBM XaHra-
pu. MNMpe3 eceHta Ha 1925 r. CBULLOBCKOTO
TbpProBCKO APYXeCTBO CBWKBa obuiorpa-
XXAAHCKO CcbbpaHue, KoeTo m3nmsa c anen
KbM MpaBUTENICTBOTO Aa CBMKa eaHa 06-
LWOHaUMOHanHa CcTonaHcka KoHdepeHuus
C npeacrtaBuMTENM Ha BCUYKM MKOHOMMUYe-
CKW aKTUBHM CroeBe, KOATO Aa Habenexmu
eeKTMBHM MepKM 3a pasBUTUETO BbHLU-
HaTa n BbTpelwHaTa Tbprosums (U3noxeHue
3a CbCTOSAHMETO Ha TbpHOBCKUA..., 1924,
28-29; Csuwwoscka..., 1925).

V. 3aknroueHue

Pa3zButMeTto Ha WMMNOPTHO-EeKCNOPTHUTE
Bb3MOXHOCTM Ha bbarapckoTto nogyHasue
Mexay ABETe CBETOBHM BOWMHM ce obycna-
B OT peauua 0b6eKTMBHU U CybeKTUBHMU
daKkTopKn, KOUTO Npe3 Te3u rogMHuU oKas-
BaT MOJIOXWUTENTHO UM OTPULLATENHO Bb3-
OEeNCTBME BbPXY LUSSIOCTHUA CTOMAHCKMU
XXMBOT Ha CTpaHarTa.
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After World War I the geographical and
natural assets did not play such an impor-
tant role anymore. But the post-war crisis
and the international isolation of Bulgaria,
adversely affected the foreign economic
relations of the Danube region. The im-
port-export significance of the Danube
ports decreased. Given the economic un-
derdevelopment of most towns along the
Danube, the economic stabilization in the
second half of the 1920s did not contribute
substantially to their socio-economic pro-
gress.

Institutions and their decisions, as an es-
sential expression of different types of
economic interests, were crucial for the
status and development of entrepreneur-
ship. The case with the Bulgarian-Czecho-
slovak shipping company in Ruse, the idea
of the Polish state about a bridge over the
Danube between Romania and Bulgaria
and the idea about a free zone in Ruse are
all evidence to this. As this historical anal-
ysis has shown, institutions change, but
the principle of the formative role of the
economic, political and socio-cultural envi-
ronment as a unified whole, remains. The
impact of the market is not enough. What
is needed is a positive change which can
integrate the powers of society in these
three directions.

Cnep MNbpBaTa CBETOBHA BOWVHA Npupono-
reorpadckuTe AafeHOCTU He Urpasart Bede
TONKOBa BaxHa pons. Ho cnegBoeHHaTa
Kpu3a 1 MexayHapoAHaTta m3onaumsa Ha
Bbnrapus, BNNAAT HEraTUBHO BbPXY MeX-
AYHApPOAHUTE WMKOHOMUYECKM OTHOLLUEHUS
Ha [loayHasBmeto. MMMNOPTHO-EKCNOPTHO-
TO 3Ha4YeHWe Ha AYHaBCKUTE NpuCTaHuLia
Hamansaea. Npeasua Ha cnNaboTo MKOHOMM-
YecKo pa3BMTUE Ha NMOBEYEeTO KpanayHas-
CKW rpagoBe, CTomaHckata crtabunusaums
OT BTOpaTa nosioBuHa Ha 20-Te roaMHu He
AOrMpuHacs Hewo CbLleCTBEHO 3a couman-
HO-MKOHOMWYECKUNS UM Hanpeabk.

VHCTUTYUMNTE U TEXHUTE peLleHus, KaTo
KOHUEeHTpMpaH 13pas Ha pas/iMyHuUTE BU-
[0Be CTOMaHCKWM UHTEepecu, ca OT Bb3J/I0BO
3HayeHne 3a CbCTOSAHMETO U pasBuUTUe-
TO Ha npeanpueMadyectsoTo. Cnyyasar c
Bbnrapo-4yexocsoBawko napaxoaHo Apy-
»KecTBO B Pyce, ngesrta Ha lNonckata aobp-
»KaBa 3a u3rpaxzaHe Ha MoOCT Ha [yHaBa
Mexay PyMbHUS 1 Bbarapusa v naesrta 3a
cBobogHaTa 30Ha B Pyce ca gokasaTencreso
3a ToBa.

KakTo nokasa n TO3M UCTOPUYECKM aHanns3
MHCTUTYLUMNNTE Ce NpOoMeHAT, HO MpUHUUN-
NbT Ha onpeaenduwarta poasd Ha MKOHOMU-
yeckaTa, nonntTnyeckaTa n COUMOKYNTYpPHa
cpena KaTo eAMHHO usno octasa. [asapbT
He e gocTtaTtbyeH. Heobxoamma e no3uTmue-
Ha NpoMAHa, KOATO Aa obeaunHu cnnnTe Ha
obwecTBoOTO B TPUTE HanpaB/EHUA.
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